Submission
No 197

INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE

Organisation:

Date Received:

FACILITIES

NSW Farmers Association - Peak Hill Branch
29 October 2025




Submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy from Waste
(EfW) Technology (2025)

Submitted by:
NSW Farmers Association — Peak Hill Branch

29 October 2025

Introduction

The NSW Farmers Association — Peak Hill Branch welcomes the opportunity to
make a submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy from Waste (EfW)
technology. Peak Hill, located within the Parkes Shire, is a proud agricultural
community with a long and rich farming history. Our town recently celebrated
its 120th Peak Hill P.A. & H. Show in August 2025, a testament to our enduring
commitment to farming, community, and regional sustainability.

Our members are multi-generational farmers who work across prime sheep,
cattle, and pasture land. We are deeply invested in the ethical, sustainable
production of clean food and fibre for both domestic and international markets.
As stewards of the land, we hold a profound responsibility to protect the health
of our soil, water, livestock, and people for future generations.

The Agricultural Profile of Peak Hill

Peak Hill is recognised for its significant contribution to the Australian
agricultural industry. The region is home to five renowned Merino ram studs,
known nationwide for supplying high-quality young rams to sheep breeders
across Australia.

In addition to livestock production, Peak Hill supports a number of agricultural
service industries, including manufacturers of sheep handling equipment,
livestock transport operations, and stock feeding systems — all integral to the
regional farming economy.

Our town and its surrounding lands form part of a larger food-producing
ecosystem that underpins both local employment and the broader reputation of
Australian agriculture as clean, green, and safe.

Concerns About the Proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) Incinerator at
Parkes



The Peak Hill Branch of NSW Farmers holds grave concerns regarding the
proposed EfW incinerator project near Parkes. We strongly oppose this
development due to its potential to cause irreversible environmental,
agricultural, and economic harm across our region.

1. Risk of Environmental Contamination

Emissions and residues from EfW incineration — including dioxins, PFAS,
and persistent organic pollutants (POPs) — pose unacceptable risks to air,
water, and soil quality. The proposed site is within proximity to critical
catchment areas feeding into the Bogan River, which flows near to Peak Hill
and onward to the Macquarie River, Lachlan River, and the Macquarie
Marshes.

The Bogan Weir, located at Peak Hill, is a popular and publicly accessible site
for camping, swimming, and fishing. Any contamination of this waterway
would endanger not only agricultural operations downstream but also
community health and recreation. The Macquarie Marshes, one of the largest
inland semi-permanent wetlands in south-eastern Australia, are an
internationally significant habitat for birdlife and biodiversity. Contamination of
waterways leading to this ecosystem would be catastrophic and irreversible.
https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/visit-a-park/parks/macquarie-marshes-
nature-reserve

2. Impact on Agriculture and Market Reputation

Peak Hill and the broader Parkes Shire region are recognised for producing
premium lamb, beef, grain, and oilseed. The integrity of these markets
depends on consumer confidence in Australia’s “clean and green” brand. Any
perception of contamination — regardless of the measured levels — will have
devastating consequences for market access, export reputation, and
commodity prices.

Loss of market confidence will lead to reduced demand for local produce,
declining farmgate returns, and plummeting rural property values. Once
damaged, the reputation of Australian agriculture cannot be easily restored.

3. Social and Economic Impacts

Peak Hill is a small, tightly knit rural community with a population of
approximately 1,200 residents (Census 2024). Like many regional towns, our
community is highly vulnerable to economic shifts. A downturn in agricultural
profitability or loss of employment linked to environmental concerns will



inevitably lead to population decline, reduced services, and the erosion of
community vitality.

4. Intergenerational and Ethical Responsibility

Farmers in Peak Hill take pride in being custodians of the land. We have
invested decades in adopting ethical, regenerative, and sustainable farming
practices to ensure long-term productivity and environmental balance. The
potential contamination risks associated with an EfW facility run entirely
counter to these principles. We are accountable not only to our markets but also
to our children and grandchildren, who deserve to inherit a viable and
uncontaminated farming landscape.

5. Lack of Regulatory Confidence and Environmental Safeguards

Farmers have no confidence in the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA)
to effectively regulate, monitor, or penalise proponents when issues arise. There
appears to be no commitment to baseline testing or ongoing independent
monitoring of air, water, or soil in the affected region. Without transparent,
continuous testing, contamination could occur undetected — with consequences
for food safety and public health that may only become evident years later.

6. Management of Residual Ash and Waste

There has been no clear plan or assurance regarding the safe disposal of
incinerator ash, which is known to contain concentrated toxic residues. The
handling, transport, and storage of such materials must be subject to the strictest
possible oversight, yet no such safeguards have been publicly detailed.

Conclusion

The NSW Farmers Association — Peak Hill Branch calls on the Parliamentary
Inquiry to recognise the unacceptable risks posed by the proposed EfW
incinerator at Parkes to our region’s environment, agriculture, and community.

The potential for contamination of air, water, and soil — and the subsequent
impact on agricultural produce, natural ecosystems, and rural livelthoods — far
outweighs any purported benefits of the project.



We formally request a stop to the NSW Govt on any further planning or
construction on EfW incinerators until the outcomes of the Inquiry are
addressed.

We urge the Inquiry to recommend against the development of EfW
incineration facilities in proximity to agricultural regions, waterways, and
population centres, and to instead prioritise sustainable waste reduction,
recycling, and circular economy initiatives that do not endanger rural
communities or food security.

Sincerely and on behalf of the,

NSW Farmers Association — Peak Hill Branch
Heather Green — President





