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Dear Select Committee 

 

I am writing in strong support of the proposal to allow secondary dwellings on rural zoned properties 

across New South Wales. This policy change has the potential to deliver broad community, 

environmental, and economic benefits. 

 

Environmental benefits: 

• Additional rental income from a secondary dwelling would provide rural landholders with the 

financial capacity to: 

• Actively combat invasive weeds, which are a major and ongoing threat to agricultural 

productivity and biodiversity in our region. 

• Expand and maintain areas of native rainforest and bushland, contributing to regional habitat 

corridors and climate resilience. 

• Strengthen small-scale farming operations, through improved fencing, irrigation, and soil 

management practices. 

 

Housing and Community Outcomes 

• Regional communities are experiencing increasing pressure on rental supply. Secondary 

dwellings can: 

• Provide more affordable rental opportunities for local workers, young adults, and downsizers. 

• Help stabilise rural populations, supporting schools, businesses, and services. 

• Offer diverse housing options without changing the essential rural character of the landscape. 

 

Council and Infrastructure Contributions 

 

• Secondary dwellings would generate further Section 7.11/7.12 contributions (previously 

s94/s96), enabling councils to: 

• Fund necessary road and traffic upgrades in rural areas. 

• Improve community infrastructure and public services. 

• Offset any marginal increases in demand on local utilities. 

 

Existing Planning Protections 

• Concerns around environmental impact, bushfire risk, and visual amenity are already addressed 

within the current planning system: 

• Building approvals require environmental and biodiversity assessment. 

• Fire safety is regulated through BAL ratings and Rural Fire Service standards. 

• Development control plans manage access, servicing, and design so that rural character is 

preserved. 

 

Permitting secondary dwellings in rural zones strikes a sensible balance between protecting the 

environment, maintaining rural amenity, and meeting urgent housing needs. It would provide 

landowners with the means to manage their properties more effectively while contributing positively to 

the broader community. 

 



I encourage the NSW Government to work collaboratively with local government across NSW and the 

Parliament select committee to advance this reform as an important step in supporting both rural land 

stewardship and regional housing supply. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Anonymous 


