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30 October 2025 
 
Together with my family, I live in a rural residen>al area on the southern side of Goulburn.  I 
have very deep concerns for the Waste to Energy Incinerator proposal in Tarago. 
 
Tarago is a small village surrounded by a farming community. The residents that live here 
have chosen a rural lifestyle rather than living in a city environment. Living in a rural 
community is most oEen a lifestyle choice and means forgoing the benefits of a city life, 
choosing the open countryside, fresh air, space and quiet. A Waste to Energy Incinerator 
puts this lifestyle in jeopardy, par>cularly because of the risk of air pollu>on and 
contamina>on.   
 
 Exposure to pollutants from incinerators has been linked to respiratory illnesses, certain 
cancers, and other diseases. Vulnerable people, such as children, the elderly, and those with 
pre-exis>ng health condi>ons may be par>cularly at risk. As a person who has recently been 
treated for cancer, this is an unacceptable risk to expect residents to take. 
 
Emissions and ash residue from incinerators could permanently contaminate soil and 
waterways, threatening local farms and ecosystems. This could be devasta>ng for the 
environment and local farming opera>ons, poten>ally threatening their long-term viability 
and their livelihoods. Rural residents rely on tank water, and the contamina>on risk is 
intolerable.  
 
The site is less than 50km from Goulburn, and with the winds that this area is famous for, an 
accidental toxic plume would cover the whole area in no >me. 
 
The poten>al loss of property value cannot be underes>mated. Residents invest heavily in 
their proper>es and would most likely find they would sell at a loss if they had to sell.  Most 
people would not choose to buy and live near a Waste Incinerator. 
 
Sydney waste should not be a rural problem.  By shipping it off to a rural area hundreds of 
kilometres away, it is easy for people to become complacent about recycling and reducing 
waste.  
 
In Conclusion, I am opposed to Sydney waste being sent to rural areas to be incinerated. The 
social, health, environmental and economic risks should not be foisted on rural 
communi>es. There needs to be another solu>on. 


