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Submission to Parkes Waste – From Mitchell Townsend 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Mitchell Townsend. I am a light vehicle mechanic and auto electrician, 
currently working as a machinery operator for a large earthmoving company in 
Parkes. I have lived in the Parkes Shire my whole life, and I’m proud to call this 
community my home. 

I am 27 years old, and my fiancée is 25. Together, we are raising our two young 
daughters, aged 7 and 1. Between us, we have owned four homes in the area, and 
we’ve always planned to raise our family here for the long term. We recently bought our 
new family home on the north-west side of town, right where the toxic winds from 
the proposed incinerator would blow directly over us from the west. 

Growing up, I was part of the local sporting community, and this region has always 
been built on people who support and look after each other. My fiancée’s family runs a 
harvest contracting business, and my parents worked in the public sector, both 
serving this community for years. We are not outsiders we are local people who have 
invested our lives, work, and future into Parkes. 

As a dad, I was raised to protect my children and my family. But how can I do that if 
decisions like this are made without any consultation with the people who live here? 
How can I protect them from something I had no voice in? 

This incinerator project is not just another industrial development it’s a potential 
health and environmental disaster for local families. I am extremely worried about the 
air pollution and toxic emissions it will produce. Those winds will carry the toxins 
straight over our home, where my daughters play, sleep, and grow. I fear for what that 
means not just for my children’s health today, but for their entire future. 

My dreams are simple: I want my daughters to have a long, healthy, and happy life, to 
grow up safe, and one day have families of their own. But I worry this project will take 
that away that instead of safety and opportunity, they’ll inherit sickness and 
environmental damage from something that should never have been approved in the 
first place. 

I want to ask the following questions: 

1. Why has there been no open community consultation with the people who 
will be directly impacted by this incinerator? 

2. What data exists on how far emissions and toxins will travel, especially with 
prevailing winds blowing toward the northwest residential area of Parkes? 

3. How will families, children, and vulnerable people be protected from the 
long-term health risks associated with incinerator pollution? 



4. What independent studies have been conducted on the effects of air pollution 
on local air quality, soil, and water sources and will those reports be made 
public? 

5. How will council take responsibility if local families start suffering health 
issues as a result of this facility? 

6. Why isn’t the council investing in cleaner, safer waste management 
solutions that align with community wellbeing, instead of projects that threaten 
our health and our way of life? 

This is not the kind of future I want for my children, or for anyone’s children. We deserve 
to feel safe in our homes, to breathe clean air, and to have a say in what happens in our 
community. 

This toxic incinerator is not progress it’s a threat to everything we’ve worked for. I urge 
Parkes Waste and the Parkes Shire Council to listen to the people who live here, to put 
health and safety first, and to protect the families, farms, and communities that 
make this district strong. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. I speak as a father, a worker, and a 
lifelong local who simply wants a safe, healthy future for my family and for Parkes. 

Sincerely, 
Mitchell Townsend 
Light Vehicle Mechanic & Auto Electrician 
Machinery Operator, Parkes 
Proud Father and Lifelong Local 

 


