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| am a mixed enterprise farmer located near Parkes, producing both livestock
and grain. My livelihood depends on the integrity of the natural environment
— clean soil, reliable rainfall, and uncontaminated groundwater are essential to
the viability of my farm. | am writing to express my firm opposition to the
proposed Parkes Energy from Waste (EfW) Incinerator.

This submission addresses the following Terms of Reference outlined in the
Inquiry:
o (b) the nature and dispersion of predicted emissions,
« (d) potential impacts on human health, drinking water, and soil quality,
« (e) consequences for local agricultural operations, and
« (i) alternative approaches to managing Sydney’s waste.

Environmental Risks to Agriculture (Terms b, d & e)

As a farmer, | am acutely aware that even low-level emissions of toxic
substances can have serious and lasting consequences. Pollutants such as fine
particulates, heavy metals, and dioxins pose a direct threat to animal health,
crop safety, and the reputation of our produce. Farms in the Parkes region rely
heavily on surface and groundwater sources. If these pollutants settle on soil or
vegetation, they can enter the food chain — accumulating in meat, milk, and
grain. International studies have shown that such contamination can leave
agricultural products unfit for sale. Once the land is compromised, remediation
is virtually impossible. The damage would extend beyond individual farms,
undermining the clean and sustainable image that Australian agriculture is
known for. Even the perception of contamination can disrupt markets and
jeopardize long-standing supply contracts.

Economic and Community Implications

The proposed location of this facility imposes disproportionate risk on regional
communities for the benefit of metropolitan waste management. It is troubling
that similar facilities are restricted in urban areas due to health concerns, yet
considered acceptable in rural zones. This inconsistency contradicts the
principles of environmental equity and protection. Farmers are already



navigating significant challenges — from climate variability and rising input
costs to biosecurity threats. The introduction of a pollution risk, along with the
uncertainty it brings, could depress property values, deter investment, and
complicate succession planning for family-run farms

Deficiencies in Community Engagement

Many landholders in the district were unaware of the incinerator proposal until
late in the process. The absence of meaningful consultation has eroded trust.
Key concerns — including air quality, water safety, and the logistics of waste
transport — remain inadequately addressed. A project of this magnitude
should not proceed without transparent communication and genuine
community consent.

Viable Alternatives to Waste Management (Term i)

There are more responsible and forward-thinking ways to manage waste. | urge
the NSW Government to prioritize:

« Waste reduction at its source,
« Expansion of recycling and composting infrastructure,
« Investment in low-emission energy recovery technologies, and

« Development of regional circular economy initiatives that support
employment without compromising farmland or public health.

Transporting waste hundreds of kilometres inland for incineration is neither
environmentally sound nor economically justified.

Conclusion and Recommendation

| respectfully urge the Inquiry to reject the Parkes EfW proposal. The long-term
risks to soil health, water security, human wellbeing, and agricultural
productivity far outweigh any perceived short-term benefits. Parkes should be
supported as a hub for sustainable development, clean innovation, and
regenerative farming — not used as a testing ground for urban waste disposal.

Yours sincerely,
Richard Sharpe
Primary Producer, Parkes NSW





