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Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities
The Hon Nichole Overall MLC, Chair
via www.parliament.nsw.gov.au

Dear Ms Overall and Committee members,

RE: Submission — Energy from Waste Facilities

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the matter of proposed Energy from Waste facilities
(EfwW).

Lachlan Shire Council (Council) is a neighbouring local government area west of Parkes where an EfW
facility is proposed for the Parkes Special Activation Precinct (SAP).

Council notes the Select Committee’s Terms of Reference and advises that a number of residents have
approached Council with concerns in relation to the proposed EfW facility at Parkes, similar to those
expressed in the Terms of Reference:

a) Not much information has been made publicly available on the proposed Parkes EfW facility.
Council contacted both the proponent and the relevant State Government department (the
SAP team) which referred back to the proponent. It is understood that both the State
Government website and the proponent’s website list a reference facility in Dublin/Ireland
and its projected emissions. It would be helpful to have more detailed technical information
publicly available that clearly sets out the technology proposed for the facility.

b) No information has been made available on the precise type, chemical composition and
expected spread of emissions from the proposed facility. Residents in the Lachlan Shire are
very concerned about the potential spread of emissions into the shire. It is suggested that
detailed emissions modelling be made available including a number of scenarios, such as wind

direction, weather patterns and other relevant parameters.

¢) Given that not much information is available about the proposed technology for the Parkes
EfW facility, residents have voiced their concerns with respect to health generally, such as
potential increases in the prevalence of cancer, respiratory iliness and cardiovascular disease.

d) Potential water and soil contamination has been raised by a number of residents. The Lachlan
Shire is a predominantly agricultural region, and most of its town water supply comes from
the Goobang Creek and Lachlan River catchments. Goobang (Billabong) Creek is located
directly south of the SAP. Similar to Parkes, most rural residents in the Lachlan Shire depend
on rainwater tanks for their water supply and are therefore susceptible to contamination.
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The potential contamination with per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) has been
especially topical.

e) The Lachlan Shire is one of New South Wales’s prime agricultural regions which constitutes
the mainstay of its economy (approx. $420m). It is Australia’s largest producer of oats, and in
the top 5 statewide producers of wheat and barley (DPI AgriCheck 2020/21). It is also in the
statewide top 10 for Cotton, wool, sheep, pumpkins and meat production. The potential
impact of the proposed Parkes EfW facility on agriculture in the wider region needs to be
clearly identified.

f) Not raised.
g) Not applicable.
h) See a).

i) The matter of ‘alternative solutions to reduce and manage residual waste produced by
Greater Sydney’ has been a recurring issue that has been raised across the region. Residents
have questioned the concept of transporting large amounts of waste generated in Greater
Sydney to a regional location and the associated environmental impact with the transport and
disposal of said waste. Residents strongly articulated that the Greater Sydney region should
deal with the waste generated there by itself within the region rather than transporting large
amounts of waste over long distances. It should also be noted that the disposal of waste by
way of Energy from Waste and landfilling represent the second lowest and the lowest order
of the waste management hierarchy, with prevention, reduction, re-use and recycling being
higher on the hierarchy.

Council understands that the proposed Parkes EfW facility may become the cornerstone of a
proposed integrated waste management precinct. If there are any environmental benefits
from the proposal, such as the waste being an essential feedstock for the generation of steam
and other byproducts that would warrant the long transport routes, this has not been
adequately communicated and should be pursued in conjunction with the proposed Parkes
EfW facility, not as an afterthought.

j) In addition to the potential impact on agriculture, residents have also voiced their concerns
about the potential impact on tourism in the Lachlan Shire.

Furthermore, Council was disappointed to not have been included in the first round of
community consultation by the proponent but has been assured that it will be included in any
future consultation rounds.

Please contact Council via email if you have any questions.

Yours sincerely

Alan Stoneham
General Manager
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