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The Hon. Nichole Overall, MLC

Committee Chair

NSW Legislative Council Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities
Parliament House

Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Ms Overall
Re: Submission to the Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities

On behalf of Yass Valley Council (YVC), | am pleased to provide the attached submission to the
Legislative Council Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities.

At its meeting on the 23 October 2025, Council resolved to reaffirm its strong and consistent
opposition to the proposed Woodlawn Advanced Energy Recovery Centre at Tarago and makes a
formal submission to this inquiry.

Council would like to thank the Committee for the opportunity to make the submissions on what is
considered an extremely important matter for the Yass Valley Council, its community and
surrounding region.

Yours Sincerely

Jasmin Jones
Mayor
Yass Valley Council

Attached: Submission too the NSW Legislative Council Select Committee on Proposed Energy from
Waste Facilities (27 October 2025)
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Yass Valley Council — Objection to Energy for Waste Facility — Woodlawn
Advanced Recovery Centre

Introduction

At its meeting on the 23 October 2025, Yass Valley Council (YVC) resolved to reaffirm its
strong and consistent opposition to the proposed Woodlawn Advanced Energy
Recovery Centre at Tarago and makes a formal submission to this inquiry, with the
following resolution:

That Council:

1. Makes a submission to the Waste to Energy NSW Legislative Assembly
Parliamentary Inquiry objecting to Waste to Energy incinerators proposed for
our area such as the Woodlawn Advanced Recovery Centre.

2. Maintains its strong objection to such proposals in support of the surrounding
community's health and wellbeing, and that incinerators present an
unacceptable risk of smoke taint to the local viticulture/winemaking
economy.

3. Council notes that “energy from waste ” facilities or mass waste incinerators
are currently banned in the ACT and Sydney due to health concerns, but that
current NSW policy allows itin 4 regional areas. Council submits that an
evaluation of the selected locations be reviewed based on the preferred
technology and to assist reduce the carbon footprint of transport of waste to
the regions versus the source (Sydney).

4. Council supports the objection of other council and territory areas, and the
objection from the local member for Goulburn who share concerns that the
proposed waste incinerator at Tarago presents a potential health risk to
residents in Tarago, Braidwood, Bungendore, Queanbeyan, Yass, Collector,
Gunning, Goulburn, Canberra, and surrounding areas.

5. Council notes the current NSW Legislative Council inquiry into “energy from
waste” facilities is currently open for submissions until 31 October 2025 and
encourage primary producers and the region's viticulturalists to have their say
by making submissions to the inquiry.

YVC has consistently resolved that the health, environmental, social and economic
impacts of this facility would impose an unacceptable risk to our community as well as
our agriculture, wine production and tourism industries. Further the Energy from Waste
(EfW) facility undermines recycling efforts and creates a ‘throw-away’ culture which is
inconsistent with the transition to a circular economy and zero-waste goals which are
key principles of the NSW Waste Hierarchy.

2|Page



Yass Valley Council — Objection to Energy for Waste Facility — Woodlawn
Advanced Recovery Centre

YVC’s opposition to this project is based on the following key risks:

Environment and Public Health Risks

Even with the latest EfW technology there are still significant concerns about
hazardous emissions and public health risks from pollutants like dioxins,
particulates and other pollutants.

Many residents within the Yass Valley rely on rainwater harvesting and
homegrown produce — contamination of which would create long term impacts
on residents and ecosystems within the predicted emission zone.
Contamination of soil and water threatens the agricultural activities and
biodiversity in affected rural areas.

Economic Impacts - Wine, Agriculture and Visitor economies

Wine production - With ~30 world-class wineries located within the Yass Valley
Local Government Area (part of the Canberra District Wine Region), the wine
industry is a major economic contributor to the Yass Valley region. An EfW facility

within close proximity to the Yass Valley creates a risk to our wine production
industry through air pollution, which can deposit toxins on vineyards and harm
grape quality. These airborne pollutants can settle on grapes, potentially
impacting their quality and the resulting wine.

Visitor Economy - Yass Valley is a destination known for its food and wine
experiences, outdoor adventures, and rich history, located in the Southern

Tablelands of New South Wales. Further industrialisation and pollution of the
Yass Valley will negatively impact on the visitor economy industry which is a key
pillar driving our economic success as a destination.

Agriculture Industry — Yass Valley's agriculture is primarily focused on livestock,

particularly sheep and beef, but also includes significant viticulture, cereal
crops, and emerging niche products like mushrooms and other specialty foods.
The region has arich agricultural heritage, with livestock and grazing being the
historical backbone, though the economy is increasingly diversifying through
value-added products and agri-tourism. Long term accumulation of emission
fallout from Waste to Energy facilities, such as dioxins, furans and other
bioaccumulating substances, can settle on crops and livestock, leading to
unacceptable risks for food safety and trade.
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Yass Valley Council — Objection to Energy for Waste Facility — Woodlawn
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Consistency with NSW Waste Hierarchy and Circular Economy

e the Energy from Waste (EfW) facility undermines recycling efforts and creates a
‘throw-away’ culture which is inconsistent with the transition to a circular
economy and zero-waste goals which are key principles of the NSW Waste
Hierarchy.

Regional Equity

e YVC communities and businesses have expressed consistent and widespread
opposition to the project.

e Importantly, the proposal represents an inequitable transfer of Sydney’s residual
waste burden onto regional communities.

e This development would set a precedent of metropolitan waste being transferred
to regional NSW, disproportionately affecting rural communities.

e Regional NSW should not be the default location for facilities that metropolitan
areas reject.

Conclusion

The risks associated with an EfW facility include the pollution and particulates it
generates, the destruction of useful materials, and the potential to disincentivise more
sustainable waste management solutions and renewable energy sources which is
inconsistent with the NSW Waste Hierarchy.

YVC is therefore strongly opposed to, and calls upon the Select Committee to reject the
proposal for the Tarago Woodlawn Advanced Energy Recovery Centre or any other EfW
facilities proposed in NSW.
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