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The Honourable Members of Parliament
of New South Wales

Macquarie Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Re: Submission in Opposition to the Use and Expansion of Energy from Waste (EfW)
Incineration in Parkes New South Wales

Dear Members of Parliament,

My name is Walter Biles, and | am a 60-year-old Aboriginal man. | am writing to express my
strong objection to the use and expansion of Energy from Waste (EfW) incineration projects
in New South Wales.

As a First Nations person, | have a profound and enduring connection to Country - to the
land, air, water, and all living things. Our cultural teachings emphasise the responsibility to
care for Country, not only for ourselves but for future generations. The burning of waste and
the pollution of our air runs counter to these teachings and causes significant harm to the
land that has sustained us for tens of thousands of years.

Cultural and Environmental Concerns

To Aboriginal peoples, Country embodies spirit, law, identity, and responsibility. The
placement of incinerators near our communities, especially on or near culturally significant
lands, represents a direct disrespect to our culture and connection to Country. Energy from
Waste technologies contradict our values, which prioritise reuse, recycling, and returning
materials safely to the Earth. Instead, EfW contributes to harmful emissions, toxic ash, and
increased health risks in our communities.

| urge the NSW Government to uphold its commitment to Aboriginal self-determination,
ensuring full and informed consent before any development proposals near Aboriginal land
proceed.

Health and Community Impacts

Our communities already face disproportionate health challenges, including asthma,
cancers, and heart disease. Introducing EfW facilities exacerbates these problems through
increased exposure to toxic pollutants. Unfairly, many EfW projects are proposed near low-
income and Aboriginal communities, perpetuating environmental injustice.

| recommend an immediate cessation to the siting of polluting industries near Aboriginal and
vulnerable communities, particularly those already impacted by poor environmental health.

Long-Term Consequences for Future Generations
EfW locks New South Wales into decades of burning waste, requiring a continual supply of
rubbish that should instead be minimised through reduction, reuse, and recycling. Genuine



protection of future generations demands a commitment to sustainable waste management
that respects ecological balance and Indigenous values.

Investment should focus on recycling infrastructure, composting, community education, and
developing employment opportunities in waste reduction and repair sectors instead of waste

incineration.

A More Sustainable Way Forward
While addressing waste is necessary, burning it is not the solution. Rather, | advocate for:

e Community-led recycling and reuse initiatives
« Effective kerbside food and garden organics collection

« Support for Aboriginal-owned businesses in waste management and the circular
economy

¢ Education programs for young people centred on caring for Country and reducing
waste

Conclusion

| respectfully request that the Committee sincerely listen to Aboriginal people’s voices, which
are too often overlooked in decisions affecting land, air, water, and health. Energy from Waste
presents unacceptable risks to our health, culture, and future. | urge the Government to
reject this approach and partner with Aboriginal communities to develop cleaner, safer, and
culturally respectful waste management alternatives.

Thank you for considering my submission.
Yours sincerely,

Walter Biles





