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Thank you to the Committee for the opportunity to express my concerns regarding Energy-from-Waste
(EfW) incineration.

My name is Jennifer O’Brien, and | have lived in Parkes for 55 years. | have raised my family here, and now
have grandchildren who also live in Parkes. | am writing to strongly oppose the proposed Energy-from-
Waste facility.

My primary concern is for the health and safety of my family, our community, and the environment. These
incineration facilities have been proven to emit toxic pollutants, which can contaminate the air, soil, and
water, posing serious risks to human health, animals, and agriculture. | worry about environmental
contamination on our produce, home-grown vegetables and fruit, and our drinking water, particularly from
rainwater tanks that collect roof runoff.

The proposed facility is located close to my home and the township of Parkes, which makes these risks very
real for local residents. If such a facility is not considered safe for Sydney, then it is entirely unfair and
unacceptable to impose it on regional communities like Parkes. | am particularly concerned about toxic
emissions blowing over the township and affecting local schools, homes, and farmland.

| recognise that Sydney has a serious waste problem, but the solution should not be to transfer that burden
onto regional towns. Parkes should not become the dumping ground for metropolitan waste.

Another major concern is the transportation of waste from Sydney to Parkes by train. This presents
additional safety and environmental risks, including potential accidents, spills, or exposure incidents along
the transport route. The idea of tonnes of waste being hauled hundreds of kilometres through rural
communities is both unsafe and unsustainable.

| am also deeply concerned about the lack of genuine community consultation. The residents of Parkes
were not informed or engaged before important decisions were made about this project. Information only
became public after confidential agreements were already in place, which has understandably led to
widespread anger and mistrust. Our community deserves transparency and a genuine voice in decisions
that affect our health and future.

There are better, safer, and more sustainable alternatives to incineration. We need to prioritise waste
reduction, recycling, composting, and resource recovery at the source, rather than burning waste. The
government should be introducing strong Zero Waste legislation and placing greater responsibility on
producers to reduce packaging and design products for reuse and recycling. These approaches create real
long-term solutions without putting regional communities at risk.



| fear for what this project could mean for future generations, for our children and grandchildren who will
bear the consequences of today’s poor decisions. Once the environment and public health are damaged,
they cannot easily be restored.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the Committee to reject the Energy-from-Waste proposal for Parkes
and instead focus on safe, sustainable, and community-supported alternatives.

Sincerely,
Jennifer O’Brien
Parkes, NSW



