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Introduction

Parkes Christian School appreciates the opportunity to provide input into the Parliamentary Inquiry
regarding the proposed Waste to Energy facility in Parkes.

As a long-established independent school located approximately 4 kilometres from the proposed site, we
are deeply invested in the wellbeing of our students, staff, and families, as well as the broader health and
sustainability of the Parkes community. Parkes Christian School has been in operation for 43 years and has
a current enrolment of 405 students with numbers predicted to reach our planned capacity of 580 by 2031.
We currently employ over 50 staff with those numbers set to increase to nearly 70 over the next 6 years.

We wish to express our strong opposition to the proposed facility due to the unknown and potentially
harmful impacts on human health, the risks associated with air emissions and environmental contamination,
and the likely consequences for school enrolments, staffing stability, and community confidence if the
project proceeds.

Our submission addresses specifically the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference (B) and (D).

(B) — Spread of Emissions and Quality of Emissions to be Generated

The location of Parkes Christian School places our students and staff directly within the potential emissions
footprint of the proposed facility. Despite the claims of modern emissions control technology, there remains
considerable uncertainty surrounding the composition, dispersion, and cumulative effects of emissions from
Waste to Energy plants, particularly in regional environments.

Given Parkes' prevailing wind patterns, it is highly conceivable that emissions would travel directly over our
school grounds on a regular basis. The potential daily exposure of hundreds of children and staff to
airborne contaminants, even at low concentrations over extended periods, presents an unacceptable level
of risk.




(D) - Impacts on Human Health, Drinking Water, Rainwater Harvesting, Soil
Contamination, and Community Wellbeing

Like all school communities, we expect our students, staff and families to come to school and be safe. With
there being so many unknowns around the impact on human health relating to Waste to Energy facilities,
there simply can’t be any guarantee that our school community will be safer as a result of this facility going
ahead. Rather, we are faced with the prospect of unknown impacts to student and staff health due to
airborne pollutants.

The human impact of these risks cannot be overstated. | have personally received numerous
communications from families and staff indicating that they would leave the area or withdraw from the
school should the Waste to Energy project proceed. Putting scientific debate aside, the impact on our
school community is real.

Loss of student enrolments would have a significant financial and strategic impact on Parkes Christian
School. Our long-term Facilities Masterplan (2018-2030) commits approximately $22 million in staged
capital development, including new learning spaces, specialist facilities, and infrastructure designed to meet
projected enrolment growth. These projects are only viable with increasing student numbers. A stagnation
or decline in enrolments due to concerns about the facility’s proximity to our school would directly threaten
the school’s financial sustainability, and could result in reduced investment, cancelled projects, and lost
employment opportunities within the local community.

The ripple effects of such an outcome would extend beyond our school gates, undermining confidence in
Parkes as a desirable and healthy place to live, learn, and raise families.

Conclusion and Recommendation

Parkes Christian School supports innovation and responsible waste management, but not at the expense of
community health, environmental integrity, or educational stability. The current proposal presents
unacceptable risks to our students, staff, and families, with insufficient evidence to guarantee safety or
maintain public confidence.

We therefore urge the Committee to:

1. Recommend against approval of the proposed Waste to Energy facility at the Parkes site; and

2. Advocate for a comprehensive state wide waste strategy prioritising reduction, recycling, and
resource recovery over incineration.

Our community’s wellbeing and the trust of families who call Parkes home depends on decisions that
prioritise safety and sustainability.

Respectfully,

Glen Westcott
Principal, Parkes Christian School





