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SUBMISSION to NSW Parliament Inquiry into Proposed Energy-from Waste
Facilities

From Goulburn Branch NSW Farmers

Of major concern are the Health Risks to both humans and animals from possible
escape of toxins into atmosphere and thence soil and water, including roof catchment
rainwater used by Rural residents for drinking, household and garden.

The proposed Energy from Waste Facilities at Tarago, provide serious potential for
Sydney’s drinking water to be contaminated causing potential Human Health issues
and also providing adverse publicity for our lucrative Tourist Industry in Sydney and
surrounding areas.

Long term continuous exposure to Toxins even at low levels provides health risks and
would be exacerbated if proposed Waste to Energy Incineration Facilities at Tarago and
Parkes are approved and then have technical failures similar to what has happened
overseas. New ones are now not being supported overseas, yet this questionable
technology is still being promoted in Australia.

We consider there is Discrimination where Household and Commercial Waste
Incineration is banned in Sydney and the ACT due to health and other concerns,
however is not only allowed, but encouraged in Regional NSW locations of Tarago and
Parkes. Our Goulburn Branch NSWFarmers is not aware of any “failsafe” method of
Waste Incineration anywhere in the World, rather, on the contrary, a number of serious
mishaps at sites supposedly using “best practice” methods have caused pollution from
escaped contaminates.

There are severe Economic risks that property valuations will decrease significantly due
to potential toxic contamination in areas close to proposed facililities.

Potential for significant Economic loss to NSW and Australian Export Markets if food
and fibre from areas impacted by Contaminated soil and water are found to contain
even small amounts of escaped toxins. Currently Australia markets food and fibre both
locally and internationally as ‘Clean and Green”.

NSW FARMERS has statewide policy “That the Association seek that no high
temperature incinerator be located anywhere in pastoral, agricultural or inhabited land
in Australia until the EIS process being undertaken has shown that high temperature
incineration is the best available technology and that it imposes no environmental
hazards.”

Mrs Margaret Cameron, Hon Secretary/Treasurer Goulburn Branch NSW Farmers



