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Introduction 

My name is Peter James Thomas, and I operate Foothills Mechanical & 

Contracting, a business servicing the Parkes Shire and surrounding areas. I 

completed my apprenticeship with Case IH in 2004 and have since built a career 

and life around heavy machinery and the agricultural industry. 

I bought my farm at Bogan gate in 2018, moved my family there in 2019, and 

began trading under Foothills Mechanical & Contracting in 2020. 

I am deeply passionate about working with farmers and machinery. In my spare 

time, I collect vintage machinery and proudly exhibit and assist with the 

organisation of events such as Trundle Back in Time, Burcher Tractor Pull, 

and the Trangie Truck & Tractor Show. These events celebrate regional 

heritage and attract participants from across the state and interstate — 

something that could be jeopardised by the perception and reality of air, soil, 

and water contamination from an Energy from Waste incinerator in our region. 

 

Daily Connection to Farmers 

Through my work, I speak to farmers every day — not just about their tractors, 

harvesters or heavy machinery, but about their real-world challenges: drought, 

flood, commodity prices, and now, the proposed Energy from Waste 

incinerator. 

Over recent months, this proposal has become a major point of contention and 

anxiety within our community. Farmers are increasingly voicing fears about 

what the project could mean for their livelihoods, families, and future. 

 



Concerns for Agriculture and Rural Wellbeing 

Farmers are asking critical questions that remain unanswered: 

• What happens when crops become contaminated from airborne or 

waterborne pollutants? 

• What happens when livestock ingest toxic residues or graze on affected 

land? 

• What happens to the reputation and marketability of local produce that 

generations of farming families have built their lives around? 

These are not abstract fears. They are direct threats to the economic 

security and mental health of rural communities. 

The quality of the food and fibre grown in this region is a point of pride — it 

represents decades, generations, of hard work and stewardship of the land. The 

introduction of an EfW facility poses an unacceptable risk to that legacy. 

 

Community Impact and Mental Health 

The stress this proposal has already caused cannot be overstated. Many farmers 

are saying they feel more alone and powerless than during the worst 

droughts. The emotional toll — anxiety, uncertainty, and a deep sense of 

betrayal — is spreading through the farming community. 

Some are even considering selling up, walking away from farms that have been 

in their families for generations. That kind of decision isn’t made lightly, and it 

reflects the depth of fear surrounding this project. 

This isn’t just about air emissions or technical standards. It’s about trust, 

community wellbeing, and the survival of rural life as we know it. 

 

Environmental and Public Health Risks 

The toxic plume expected from such an incinerator does not respect boundaries. 

The Parkes region is in central NSW, and the airborne pollutants will not stay 

contained. They will travel far and wide, impacting thousands of farming 

families, their water, their soil, their animals, and their health. 



The government appears committed to pushing ahead, but this commitment 

seems blind to the real, long-term costs to those who live and work closest to 

the land. 

 

Conclusion 

I urge the Inquiry to listen to regional voices and recognise the true impact of 

this project beyond its stated “energy” or “waste management” goals. 

This proposal cannot proceed without causing deep and lasting harm to farming 

families, community health, and the integrity of Australian agriculture. 

We need investment in sustainable solutions that don’t destroy the livelihoods 

and wellbeing of the very people who feed this country. 

This has to stop. It cannot go any further. 

I oppose the construction of an EfW Incinerator near Parkes, any other 

regional location, and in fact the entire state of NSW. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter James Thomas 

 

T/A Foothills Mechanical & Contracting 
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