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Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities
Dear Committee,

The ACT Greens do not support energy from waste. Many people in the capital region, both in the
ACT and NSW are deeply concerned about the environment risks posed by incineration.

Here in the ACT, we have banned incineration of waste for energy. People from across the Capital
Region — from Goulburn down to Cooma — have contacted us to express their concerns about
incineration as well as in our environment generally. We back their concerns around the dioxins,
furans, PFAS, lead, mercury and arsenic and the accumulation of these in our soil and water — and
the impact this will have on food growers and people living in areas near incineration.

We are also concerned about air pollution, and the impacts incinerators would have on air quality
across the region and cross borders into the ACT.

In December 2022 | lodged an ACT Greens submission on Veolia's proposed incinerator for Tarago.
The NSW Government was at the time running consultation about this. We lodged our submission
opposing it. We did this to support the community campaign against incineration and to support our
ACT food growers speaking out against this proposal as well as to speak up for the environment. All
of our concerns remain.

| also sponsored a community petition opposing the incinerator in Tarago (Southern Goulburn
Mulwaree Precinct). 919 Canberra residents signed it. A community group, Communities Against the
Tarago Incinerator, published modelling that showed air pollution from the incinerator could reach
Canberra, Queanbeyan, Yass and our whole region.

In the ACT we have recognised the human right to a healthy environment. This human right is now
entrenched in our law.

Human rights apply to all people. They are not more important for larger groups of people and less
important for smaller groups of people. We are deeply concerned about any approach where a
government recognises the inherent health risks in a facility, but proceeds with it anyway, particularly
if that's done on the basis that it's ok because it will affect the health of fewer people.

We remain deeply concerned about the environment impacts of thermal incineration, the difficulty
of monitoring and measuring those impacts, the difficulty of remediating any harm caused by the
facility during operations and at the end of its life. We are also concerned about the long-term
responsibility for regulating a private sector build and operation for a facility like this.



We also note that burning waste for energy is not a sustainable source of energy. The ACT is proudly
powered by 100% renewable electricity, primarily sourced from solar and wind, and we are phasing
out methane gas. A climate friendly and circular economy means we need to build and draw our
energy from genuinely sustainable sources, and we should not substitute one environmentally
harmful source for another.

Thermal treatment of waste for energy recovery is banned in most areas of NSW but it is allowed in
certain situations in four main areas - Parkes Special Activation Precinct, Richmond Valley Regional
Jobs Precinct, Southern Goulburn Mulwaree Precinct and West Lithgow Precinct.

Our questions recently to the NSW Environment Protection Authority was: what is the basis on which
the NSW Government has banned incinerators for some areas, but not for others? Why are these
facilities considered safe for some regions and communities, but not for others?

In response to the NSW Environment Protection Authority’s paper on the NSW Government’s Energy
from Waste Plan, it notes adherence to the precautionary principle “where there is a greater risk of
harm to human health due to proximity to high population areas (now and in the future).” This reads
as an acknowledgement that incineration causes harm to human health.

Given increasing demand on the health system in NSW and the ACT, all levels of Government must
make decisions that support healthy communities, particularly in regional communities where
access to healthcare can be more challenging, compared to metropolitan areas. Under this
responsibility, waste incinerators should be banned state-wide.

| understand the need to find sustainable ways to tackle waste and the problems the NSW
Government has raised with running out of landfill space. I'm pleased our governments have adopted
circular economy policies.

Governments at all levels, need to take positive steps towards delivering on that circular economy.
We need to tackle overconsumption; deliver the facilities we need to recycle and get industry to
design out waste in the first place and pay for their pollution under national product stewardship.

Kind regards,

Jo Clay
Deputy Leader of the ACT Greens and Greens spokesperson for the Circular Economy





