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Inquiry into Proposed Energy-from-Waste Facilities

I strongly oppose the proposed Parkes Energy-from-Waste (EfW) incinerator. This project is

dangerous, unnecessary, and deceptive. It will pollute the air, harm human health, contaminate

farmland, and undermine NSW’s environmental and climate goals. The proponent’s claims that

this is a “green” or “sustainable” project are false and misleading — this is greenwashing at its

worst. Burning waste is not clean, not renewable, and not a climate solution. Across the world,

similar incinerator projects have left behind toxic pollution, community health problems, and

massive public costs. We must learn from those failures, not repeat them in regional NSW.

1. Incineration Creates Toxic Pollution

Energy-from-Waste is a pollution industry, not a clean energy industry. Incinerators release

dioxins, furans, mercury, lead, cadmium, nitrogen oxides, acid gases, and fine particulates

(PM2.5) — all of which are proven to cause harm even at very low levels. Even modern facilities

experience emission breaches and failures, resulting in bursts of toxic pollution into surrounding

communities. Parkes residents, farmers, and local ecosystems will be directly exposed to these

emissions, which can contaminate soil, crops, and livestock. Incineration trades clean air and

healthy land for corporate convenience.

2. Threats to Human Health

Living near waste incinerators is linked to higher rates of asthma, heart disease, birth defects,

developmental disorders, and some cancers. Burning mixed waste releases fine particulates that

penetrate deep into lungs and bloodstream, causing irreversible damage — especially to children,

pregnant women, and the elderly. No community should be forced to breathe in toxic smoke in the

name of waste management.

3. Toxic Ash — The Hidden Waste Problem

Incineration doesn’t make waste disappear — it concentrates it into toxic ash. Up to 30% of what

goes in comes out as highly contaminated ash loaded with heavy metals and carcinogens.

Overseas experience shows that ash disposal often contaminates soil and groundwater. The

claim that this project “reduces landfill” is false — it simply turns waste into toxic waste.

4. Transport and Cumulative Impacts

The facility would bring hundreds of heavy truck movements every day through Parkes and

nearby towns, carrying waste from Sydney and beyond. That means diesel pollution, road

damage, noise, safety risks, and more carbon emissions. Parkes should not become a dumping

ground for the city’s waste. Rural NSW deserves clean industries that support health and

sustainability — not a garbage-burning experiment.

5. Greenwashing and Fossil Fuel Ties

The company behind this proposal is greenwashing a pollution project by branding it as “energy

recovery” and “climate friendly.” Burning waste produces more greenhouse gases per unit of

electricity than coal when plastics and fossil-derived materials are included. These facilities keep

fossil fuels in the system by encouraging plastic production and discouraging recycling. This

project is not renewable energy — it is fossil fuel combustion by another name.



6. Lessons from Overseas

Other countries are turning away from incineration after decades of damage. The UK, Sweden,

and Japan have faced toxic ash contamination and huge remediation costs. The U.S. has

documented higher rates of illness near incinerators. Europe is phasing out incineration in favour

of zero-waste systems. Parkes would be repeating mistakes that others are spending billions to

fix.

7. Real Solutions Exist

The NSW Waste Hierarchy prioritises avoidance, reduction, reuse, and recycling above

incineration. Investment in repair, recycling, composting, and reuse industries creates more local

jobs and far less pollution. Incineration locks NSW into a permanent need for waste to burn,

discouraging recycling and innovation. If the government truly cares about regional jobs and

climate action, it should invest in circular economy infrastructure, not burning rubbish.

Demands to Parliament and the Minister

• Reject outright the proposed Parkes Energy-from-Waste incinerator.

• Ban import of waste from Sydney or other regions to rural communities for burning.

• Commission an independent, transparent Health Impact Assessment with full community

participation.

• Apply the Precautionary Principle — do not approve where credible evidence of harm

exists.

• Investigate the proponent’s greenwashing claims under environmental and consumer law.

• Prioritise genuine circular economy solutions — recycling, reuse, composting, and waste

prevention.

Closing Statement
Parkes and the Central West deserve clean air, healthy land, and honest leadership — not

pollution disguised as progress. This project is a threat to public health, a betrayal of regional

NSW, and a distraction from real climate solutions. I urge Parliament to reject this incinerator

completely and invest instead in the sustainable, community-based waste systems that truly

protect people and the planet.

Yours sincerely,

[Name withheld]


