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To the select Committee members of the Legislative Council  

 

INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE FACILITIES 

 

I write to strongly oppose the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste (EfW) incinerator, due 

to the concerns included below in the terms of reference. 

 

I have been a farmer’s wife for 26 years. My husband is a fifth-generation farmer from 

Parkes NSW, who works with his father & brother; three families in all. We have raised two 

children, now young adults, living on our farm. One of our children works alongside us, 

determined to carry our family’s legacy forward. As well as farming, my husband and I 

own a Stock Transport business, providing freight of stock for local farmers to the Forbes 

Central West Livestock Exchange for auction. This business has been running for 33 years. 

The above is not just our work - it’s our way of life. 

 

(D) Impacts on human health including on regional town drinking water, rainwater 

harvesting and soil contamination 

 

As a mother and wife, I am deeply concerned about the potential risks to my family’s 

health. Like many rural residents, we rely solely on rainwater tanks for all our drinking, 

bathing, and washing needs. My husband and son are in daily contact with the soil as 

part of their work. It seems inevitable that an incinerator of this nature would release 

pollutants into the surrounding environment, posing potential long-term risks to both our 

water and soil. I have no faith that the EPA or other authorities can truly assess or 

guarantee the long-term safety of our health. If harm does arise, who will be responsible 

for supporting my family? This question needs to be answered for every farming family in 

Parkes and the surrounding areas. 

 

(E) The impact on agriculture locally and across the wider region 

(F) Alterations to the Parkes Special Activation Precinct specifically in relation to the 

proposed Energy Recovery Facility in that region 

 

Part of our farming operation falls within Parts A & B of the Parkes Special Activation 






