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To the select Committee members of the Legislative Council
INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE FACILITIES

| write to strongly oppose the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste (EfW) incinerator, due
to the concerns included below in the terms of reference.

| have been a farmer’s wife for 26 years. My husband is a fifth-generation farmer from
Parkes NSW, who works with his father & brother; three families in all. We have raised two
children, now young adults, living on our farm. One of our children works alongside us,
determined to carry our family’s legacy forward. As well as farming, my husband and |
own a Stock Transport business, providing freight of stock for local farmers to the Forbes
Central West Livestock Exchange for auction. This business has been running for 33 years.
The above is not just our work - it's our way of life.

(D) Impacts on human health including on regional town drinking water, rainwater
harvesting and soil contamination

As a mother and wife, | am deeply concerned about the potential risks to my family’s
health. Like many rural residents, we rely solely on rainwater tanks for all our drinking,
bathing, and washing needs. My husband and son are in daily contact with the soil as
part of their work. It seems inevitable that an incinerator of this nature would release
pollutants into the surrounding environment, posing potential long-term risks to both our
water and soil. | have no faith that the EPA or other authorities can fruly assess or
guarantee the long-term safety of our health. If harm does arise, who will be responsible
for supporting my family2 This question needs to be answered for every farming family in
Parkes and the surrounding areas.

(E) The impact on agriculture locally and across the wider region
(F) Alterations to the Parkes Special Activation Precinct specifically in relation to the
proposed Energy Recovery Facility in that region

Part of our farming operation falls within Parts A & B of the Parkes Special Activation
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Precinct (SAP). The infroduction of an incinerator within this zone would place our
livelihood in serious jeopardy. We have invested significant time and effort into securing
adjacent parcels of land to sustain a viable farming operation. If we are forced to
surrender this land due to SAP developments, we would be unable to continue farming
in Parkes. This would mean selling remaining land, shutting down our stock transport
business, and relocating to where we could buy an aggregation large enough to
support our three families; including four children who wish to continue our family farm.

I have watched as my husband and brother-in-law tried to engage with the SAP
planning process, but were given little nofice and limited opportunity to object. We
spent nearly 100 hours providing information, attending meetings, and working with the
RGDC. We were told we would be reimbursed for this fime, yet our invoice remains
unpaid. This experience has left us disillusioned with the process. We feel misled and
unrepresented—despite being hardworking Australians committed to feeding our nation.
The fact that we would uproot three families just to continue farming shows how deeply
we value this way of life.

(J) any other related matter

In addifion to the SAP and this proposed incinerator, our family has also been affected
by major infrastructure projects. Transgrid has already installed large fransmission lines
across our property, and we have also faced pressure from Inland Rail over land
acquisition. Each new development brings another burden—submissions, emails,
meetings, paperwork—and no support, recognition or reimbursement for the impacts on
our lives.

In our 26 years of marriage, we have endured several hardships on our land: droughts,
grasshopper & mouse plagues, and most recently a devastating flood in November
2022, reaching thigh height throughout our home. Despite having insurance we are sfill
not fully back in our home due to inadequate workmanship; resulting in repairs needing
to be redone. We have developed considerable resilience during these times, and have
dug deep to continue farming here.

We are long-standing, active members of the Parkes community. | have previously
worked for our local councill, | volunteer at three local schools, and our family
partficipates in various local community groups. Parkes is our home, and we want to stay.
But this constant pressure on our ability to farm is becoming foo much to bear. We love
our farm and our land, and the thought of it all ending is truly heartbreaking.

| urge you to reject the Energy from Waste proposal. Our community, our land, and our
families cannot endure further disruption and risk.

Yours faithfully

Mrs Heidi Field





