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To whom it may concern,

My name is Caitlin and I am a concerned local resident regarding the proposed energy-from-waste
incinerator in Parkes, New South Wales. As a worker in the Agricultural sector, I am concerned
for the future of my industry and the quality of the products we produce. I respectfully request
that the following issues be addressed:

1. Emissions from Transport and Construction

The fuel consumption required to transport waste from Sydney—approximately a five-hour
journey—

and for construction vehicles to travel to Parkes would be substantial. Politicians often emphasise
the

need to reduce emissions. How does building an incinerator five hours west of the waste source
and

transporting it there help achieve that goal?
2. Choice of Location and Community Impact

If the incinerator is deemed safe enough to build in Parkes, why not construct it in Sydney where
the

waste originates? Why should the residents of Parkes and surrounding communities be exposed
to

potential risks, including those affecting agriculture?

Recently, heavy metals were detected in the drinking water of Orange due to contamination from
the

Cadia mine. How can we trust that a large industrial operation wouldn’t similarly release pollutants
into

the environment and cause devastating consequences?
3. Potential Effects on Agriculture and Livestock

Contamination of water, soil, crops, or livestock could jeopardise a vast area of agricultural land.
Forbes

hosts one of the largest livestock saleyards in New South Wales, trading stock from across the
country.

If contamination led to its closure, or tainted livestock were sold nationally or internationally, the

economic and food-supply ramifications would extend well beyond the Parkes region. Again—
does

this risk truly outweigh any potential benefit?
4. Risk of Fires During Transport Due to Batteries

Garbage trucks frequently experience battery-related fires, particularly from lithium batteries.
Despite

efforts to prevent this, accidents occur. Should a fire occur aboard a train carrying waste from
Sydney

to Parkes—especially in remote areas where emergency response would be delayed—the
consequences

could be severe.



Along with these issues my family and I, plus many people I know would seriously consider leaving

the Parkes area if the incinerator is to be build. Some of which are teachers and nurses which are
in

short supply in the area.

Conclusion

In summary, these concerns highlight substantial risks to public health, agriculture, and community
welfare. I urge thorough examination and justification of decisions regarding location, transport

emissions, safety standards, and contingency planning. Before proceeding, we must determine if
the

benefits truly outweigh the serious risks involved.
Thank you for considering these objections.

Sincerely,

Caitlin Webb



