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Background

My name is Garry Paddison, a proud fourth-generation farmer whose family has lived and
worked in the Coobang Valley since the late 1800s.

Farming is not just our livelihood; it is our identity. Over generations, my family and I have
endured droughts, floods, and plagues, but we have always rebuilt with determination and
faith in the land.

After decades working in the agricultural supply industry, my wife and [ were fortunate to
purchase back our family farm seven years ago, the same property we had to walk away
from in 1986 due to prolonged drought and crippling bank interest rates.

Rebuilding what was once lost has strengthened our determination to protect this land and
ensure it remains productive and healthy for future generations. The land here in the
Central West of New South Wales produces some of the finest grains and livestock in the
state. It is land we care for deeply, for ourselves, for our children, and for the community
that depends on it.

Concerns About the Proposed Parkes Energy Recovery Facility
1. Health and Safety of Residents

No amount of money is worth risking the health of our community. The release and build-up
of airborne toxins, heavy metals, and fine particulates over time cannot be ignored.
These are substances that do not simply disappear, they accumulate in soil, water, and the
human body. The uncertainty for the next generation and beyond is deeply troubling.

2. Agricultural Integrity and Reputation

Our farms rely on clean air, clean soil, and clean water. Even the perception of
contamination could irreversibly damage the reputation of Central West produce.
If toxins are ever detected in grain, beef, or lamb from this area, markets could close



overnight. The “clean and green” image that Australian farmers have worked so hard to
maintain would be lost, and once lost, it cannot be rebuilt.

3. Economic and Property Risks

If contamination occurs, or even if confidence in the safety of our environment declines,
property values will fall, and local families may find their land devalued beyond recovery.
No one, including the Environment Protection Authority (EPA), can guarantee that this
facility will be 100 percent safe.

4. Community Voice Ignored

Over 6,000 people have signed a petition opposing this incinerator. That level of community
opposition should matter. Yet it feels as though bureaucrats and politicians are ignoring us
because our region has a smaller population, and therefore fewer votes, than Sydney.

The people of Parkes and the surrounding Shire have spoken clearly: we do not want this
facility.

5. Unfair Burden on Regional Communities

Sydney and other metropolitan areas should manage their own waste. Freighting hundreds
of thousands of tonnes of garbage across the state to burn in Parkes is not a sustainable or
ethical solution.

It is a lazy alternative to investing in proper recycling, composting, and waste-reduction
programs. Our region should not become a dumping ground for the city’s convenience.

Conclusion

[ am proud of my farm, my community, and the values that define rural life - hard work,
integrity, and stewardship of the land.

We already face enough challenges from nature; we should not have to fight against
decisions that threaten our health, livelihoods, and future.

The people of Parkes Shire have said no. The NSW Government should respect that and
protect regional communities with the same care afforded to metropolitan ones.
[ respectfully ask the Parliamentary Committee to reject the proposed Parkes Energy-from-
Waste facility and to uphold the right of rural communities to a safe, healthy, and
sustainable environment.



