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Submission to Parkes Waste Proposal 

From:  
Age: 82 
Marital Status: Widowed 
Residence: Parkes 

I am writing to strongly oppose the proposed waste project in Parkes. 

I have lived a long life in this community and care deeply about its people, our 
environment, and our future generations. I have two daughters who both live and work in 
Parkes, and I worry deeply for their health and the health of my grandchildren if this 
proposal goes ahead. 

My son-in-law is a two-time survivor of Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and continues to face 
serious health challenges. Any additional pollution or chemical exposure could put his 
health further at risk. I myself live with a chronic lung condition that sometimes 
requires hospital admissions. I am extremely concerned about how any reduction in air 
quality could worsen my breathing and overall health. 

I have a high level of concern for our agricultural sector and the serious effects this 
project could have on local farming. Our region relies heavily on clean water, air, and 
soil to produce quality livestock and crops. The introduction of toxic or “forever” 
chemicals into our environment could contaminate pasture, water supplies, and feed 
sources, leading to long-term impacts on animal health and food safety. This would not 
only affect the livelihoods of local farmers but also damage the reputation and resale 
value of our livestock, grain, and produce. Once contamination occurs, it cannot easily 
be undone, and our agricultural future would be put at real risk. 

I did not know anything about this proposal until my daughter told me. I feel 
disappointed that something of this scale with such serious potential consequences for 
our town’s health and environment was not properly communicated to residents. 

At my age, I had hoped for peace of mind knowing my family was living in a safe and 
healthy environment. Instead, I now feel anxious about what the future might bring if 
this goes ahead. 

My Questions for Consideration 

1. What independent studies have been conducted on the impact of chemical 
emissions or leachate from this project on nearby agricultural land, livestock, 
and crops? 

2. How will authorities monitor and ensure the safety of our local water, soil, and 
air both during construction and over the long term? 



3. What measures are in place to prevent contamination that could affect 
livestock health and resale value, particularly for farmers relying on clean, 
uncontaminated production? 

4. Who will be held financially and legally responsible if contamination does 
occur and causes losses to local producers or property owners? 

5. How have the health risks for vulnerable residents including the elderly and 
those with chronic health conditions been factored into the approval process? 

6. Why was there so little community consultation before this proposal reached 
such an advanced stage? 

7. If the project is approved, what long-term monitoring and public reporting will 
be required to protect residents and provide transparency about environmental 
and health impacts? 

 

I strongly oppose this project and urge decision-makers to protect the wellbeing of 
Parkes residents, both now and for future generations. 

Sincerely, 
 

Parkes Resident 

 




