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To whom it may concern,


I am a long term resident of Parkes. I am raising my three children in this town, who are all in 
school in Parkes. I own a rural property, as well as own an investment property in the township of 
Parkes. I am employed in Parkes. I have lived in Parkes for almost 20 years and intend to live here 
for many years to come, potentially the rest of my life.


I strongly oppose the Energy from Waste incinerator for the following reasons, which will 
address points (b), (c), (d), (e), (g), (i) and (j) of the Terms of Reference.


CONCERNS AND REASONS FOR OPPOSITION


I am deeply concerned about the environmental impact that the incinerator will have for the 
township and agricultural area. Yes, the proposal says that based on what is currently known the 
smoke and emissions will be safe but there is no guarantee that the long term effects will not be 
negative, and that with further investigation, observation, studies and trials it may in future be 
shown that it is unsafe. It is a regular occurrence that one can smell the dog food factory from 
Parkes, which is built in the Special Activation Precinct, suggesting that any airborne emissions 
from the incinerator will be blown over Parkes as well as the local farms that provide food to all 
over Australia. These emissions will be blown a long distance. (Response to (b), (e) and (g) in the 
Terms of Reference.)


I am concerned about the impact the incinerator will have on water quality - living on a rural 
property, our water source for our house is completely reliant on rain catchment from our roofs, 
water tanks and dams. The emissions from the incinerator waste may impact that, making our 
only water source unsafe. (Response to (c) in the Terms of Reference.)


I am concerned about the impact it will have on the food producing farms that surround Parkes. 
I live on (and own) a rural property outside of the Parkes township. The incinerator will be burning 
rubbish, there will be waste and emissions from that released into the air and it will be spread 
around a wide area. This may have a significant impact on the value of crops, stock and other 
produce in the Parkes Shire, which as well as having an impact on our land, may also affect the 
value of crops and livestock. (Response to (e) in the Terms of Reference.)


I am concerned about the financial impact it will have on residents of Parkes, specifically the 
value of property. As I said above I own an investment property in Parkes, which is part of mine 
and my wife’s retirement plan, and the incinerator may have a negative impact on that. (Response 
to (j) in the Terms of Reference.)


Rural towns are battling as it is, being affected by drought, flooding and other weather events. 
Towns are reliant on their agricultural industries for survival, as well as tourism, and having such 
an incinerator built near Parkes will most likely have a negative impact on these areas and the 
mental health of residents. (Response to (j) in the Terms of Reference.)


I am concerned that it is so far away from Sydney, given that the waste that will be burnt comes 
from Sydney. If it is as safe as the plan alleges, it has not been made clear why the facility can not 
be built in or near Sydney, which will reduce the cost and emissions of transporting that volume of 
waste. It will also be significantly easier to keep the required amount of waste up to the incinerator 
if it is closer to the source. (Response to (i) in the Terms of Reference.) 

My children attend the western most school in Parkes, which will be closest to the incinerator. I 
am concerned about the impact it will have on their long term health and that of the other 
students that will attend that school. (Response to (d) in the Terms of Reference.) 

Parkes is already an area that heavily affects people with allergies, including people in my family. I 
am concerned that the emissions from this proposed facility will further exacerbate the affects of 
allergies that people in the Parkes Shire have. (Response to (d) in the Terms of Reference.) 



I am upset that the residents of the Parkes Shire are being treated as not valued as much as 
the residents of Sydney. Again, why should it be built in Parkes when the significant bulk of the 
waste is coming from Sydney? Why is it not being built in Sydney? It has not been made clear 
why it can not be built in Sydney. It is not fair that regional NSW is being burdened by the waste of 
Sydney - an obvious solution to this would be to build the facility in or near Sydney. (Response to 
(i) in the Terms of Reference.)


I am concerned about the biased reports and information that we have had access to so far. It 
does not paint an accurate and impartial view of the incinerator. Some examples of information 
that has not been shared is - it has not been made clear why it needs to be in Parkes, why it can 
not be in Sydney where the waste is coming from, or what will happen if the emissions are found 
to be harmful. (Response to (j) in the Terms of Reference.)


It is for these reasons that I strongly oppose the development of an energy from waste incinerator 
in Parkes. I would expect that all of these points are valid for the proposed energy from waste 
facility proposed for Tarago as well.


AFFECT IT HAS ALREADY HAD ON MYSELF AND MY FAMILY


The incinerator proposal has affected mine and my families life by taking up time to deal with, it 
has created stress already, and this affects our mental health - not knowing what the long term 
impacts of such infrastructure will have, such as health, environmental, financial.


ANTICIPATED AFFECT IT MAY HAVE ON MYSELF AND MY FAMILY IF IT GOES AHEAD


If this incinerator does go ahead, I will consider leaving the town (despite my current long term 
plan) and relocating to an area that would be considered safer. I am concerned about how it might 
impact our retirement plans (with our investment property and intent to stay in Parkes).


I am happy for this submission to be tended however would prefer not to be called to give 
evidence at a hearing.


