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We are writing to formally oppose the Waste to Energy incinerator on Wiradjuri land of
the Kalari Clan, within a close proximity to the Goobang Creek. The Goobang Creek has
a spiritual and cultural significance to our people. The proposed site is part of an
ancient songline where many different clans met to celebrate and trade by the water
over thousands of years.

The existing stress on Goobang Creek from drought and run-off from properties will
become more severe if the area experiences additional contamination.

As an Indigenous community group we weren't consulted by stakeholders about the
impacts it would have on us; our cultural sites and physical health. Consent from
Traditional Custodians and our meaningful partnerships are essential, yet these
processes haven't been aligned with the NSW government Closing the Gap
implementation plan. As a group that teaches Wiradjuri language and culture in three
early childhood centres, four primary schools, the high school and community classes
(Currajong Disability Service, Service NSW, Parkes Shire Council and Charles Sturt
University), we are deeply concerned that our voices have not been included in these
discussions. Genuine collaboration and consultation are vital to ensure cultural safety,
environmental protection and respect for Aboriginal community leadership.

If this incinerator goes ahead several of our members will be leaving the area due to the
unknown health impacts. Myself as President, Parkes Wiradjuri Elder and Director of
First Languages Australia, due to my lung issues | will have to leave the area of where |
was born, lived and intended on dying, thus leaving the Parkes Wiradjuri Language
Group Inc. and the town of Parkes without an Elder.

Topographically the incinerator will be West of Parkes. Our region consistently
experiences prevailing westerly winds thus ensuring the toxic residue will directly drift
over the Parkes community area and water catchment.

If such a facility cannot be deemed safe for larger urban areas such as Sydney,
Narromine and Moree, how can it be deemed safe in Central West NSW.

We as Parkes Wiradjuri Language Group Inc. officially and strongly oppose the Parkes
incinerator.
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