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21 October 2025 
 
 
The Hon Nichole Overall MLC 
Committee Chair  
NSW Legislative Council Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities  
Via submission 
 
 
Dear Mrs Overall 
 
Submission to the Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities 
 
I am writing to this committee as the Federal Member for Eden-Monaro, with the privilege of 
representing the community of Tarago in the Federal Parliament. 
 
For more than five years, constituents in Tarago and the surrounding regions have raised 
serious concerns about the proposed Tarago Waste Incinerator. These concerns are not 
isolated to Tarago alone—I have heard from residents across Goulburn Mulwaree, 
Queanbeyan-Palerang, Canberra, and the Snowy Monaro. 
 
Without consultation, the former NSW Liberal/National Coalition named Tarago as the potential 
site for an Energy from Waste Facility. This decision has cast a long shadow over the 
community, creating ongoing anxiety and uncertainty. 
 
I have met with many community members and groups, including the Goulburn-Mulwaree 
Cross-Party Working Group on Waste Incinerators, Communities Against the Tarago 
Incinerator, and other concerned residents. These groups are united in their opposition to the 
project. 
 
The concerns raised with me consistently centre on: 
 

• Public health risks, including potential exposure to harmful emissions. 
• Environmental impacts, particularly to drinking water, rainwater, and the broader 

ecosystem. 
• Insufficient community consultation, with residents feeling ignored and excluded from 

decision-making 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 
2. 

 
 
Additionally, Veolia’s track record managing environmental controls at its current facility has 
been questioned by the community. There is deep concern that any approval would lead to 
further breaches, putting health and livelihoods at risk. 
 
Sydney’s waste is Sydney’s problem. Regional NSW must not become the dumping ground for 
metropolitan waste. This project has no social license, and the community cannot be walked 
over for the exclusive benefit of metro waste-creators. 
 
I categorically oppose Energy from Waste Facilities in regional communities. This project 
undermines both NSW and Commonwealth Government efforts to build a circular economy. 
 
I urge the Select Committee to reject proposals for large-scale energy from waste incineration 
at Tarago and elsewhere in NSW. 
 
Regards 

The Hon Kristy McBain  
Member for Eden-Monaro 




