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To whom it concerns, 

Townsend Ag is a fifth-generation mixed cropping and sheep farming enterprise based in the 
Parkes district. Our business operates across multiple properties in the Parkes District, 
contributing to local employment, food production, and the regional economy. 

We strongly oppose the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) facility at Parkes due to its 
unacceptable biosecurity, environmental, and economic risks to the agricultural industry and 
the wider community. 

Biosecurity and Agricultural Risks 

The importation and handling of mixed waste from outside the region presents a significant 
biosecurity threat. The waste stream’s composition is uncertain, and the potential introduction 
of weed seeds, insects, pathogens, or other contaminants poses a serious risk to local farming 
systems. 

Vermin and scavenger animals such as pigs, rats, cats, and foxes are likely to be attracted to 
waste storage and processing areas, further increasing the chance of disease or seed dispersal 
beyond the site boundary. Once established, invasive species or pests are extremely difficult 
and costly to eradicate, with potential to cause long-term damage to productive farmland, 
pastures, and livestock health. 

These risks directly threaten the viability and profitability of agricultural enterprises throughout 
the region, including our own. 

Environmental and Health Concerns 

Energy from Waste facilities generate pollutants such as dioxins, heavy metals, and fine 
particulate matter (PM2.5). These substances can affect air quality, contaminate soil and water, 
and harm livestock and crop systems. 

Parkes is a major food and fibre-producing region, and any contamination event — or even the 
perception of one — could impact market confidence, food safety assurance, and regional 
branding. The proponent has not demonstrated adequate safeguards to prevent these 
outcomes. 

Economic and Community Impacts 

The Parkes region has positioned itself as a clean, sustainable, and forward-looking centre for 
agriculture and logistics. Establishing a waste incineration facility is inconsistent with this vision 
and could undermine community confidence, property values, and regional growth 
opportunities. 

Rather than investing in high-risk waste burning, resources should be directed toward recycling, 
composting, and circular economy initiatives that create local jobs while protecting the 
environment and agricultural productivity. 

On behalf of our business, employees, and the farming families we work alongside, Townsend 
Ag urges the Department of Planning and the EPA to reject the proposed Energy from Waste 
facility in Parkes. 

The long-term risks to agriculture, biosecurity, environmental health, and community wellbeing 
are too great to justify this development. 



 

Sinserly,  
Townsend Ag 
Fifth-generation mixed cropping and sheep farming enterprise 
 

 

 


