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The Director

Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities
Parliament House

Macquarie Street

Sydney, NSW 2000

Submission on Inquiry into Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities (EfW)

| am writing to you on behalf of Wagga Wagga City Council’s Economy, Business
and Workforce Directorate.

We necessarily do not have a view on the proposed EfW infrastructure at Parkes
and Tarago. The feasibility needs to be in line with community expectations around
impacts of such infrastructure to health, environment and economy.

We however are in support of infrastructure that helps reduce waste to landfill,
reduces emissions, harm to environment, drives business and creates jobs.

Our submission is to highlight that the regional precinct model in the NSW Energy
from Waste Infrastructure Plan is too rigid and does not allow for development of
waste processing infrastructure outside of the identified precincts and/or is impacting
on developments that are perceived to have EfW elements due to the processes
used.

NSW EPA’s December 2024 options paper proposed ‘changes to precincts’ to
include projects from outside the originally identified precincts by extending
boundaries (Wallerawang Power Station project) and establishing a new priority
infrastructure area for Tomago.

Whilst we appreciate the flexibility applied to amend the precincts to include new
projects in that case, we are experiencing projects relinquishing their plans of setting
up in Wagga Wagga Special Activation Precinct and moving north to Queensland
due to the impacts of EfW legislation.

The current Protection of the Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2022
prohibits processing of waste that results in energy recovery in NSW, unless the
activity is carried out in the exclusively nominated precincts.

On the one hand the NSW State Government is trying to encourage investment in
the Wagga Wagga Special Activation Precinct by streamlining the planning process
and making it attractive and viable for business, and on the other hand it is
counterintuitively through exclusive nomination of EfW precincts has discouraged
businesses to setup in Wagga Wagga.

We request the NSW Government to exercise prudence and amend the regulation
by making it flexible enough to encourage waste processing investment outside of
the four identified precincts.



We advocate for flexibility for projects outside of the identified precincts based on
rigorous merit-based assessment, so that special infrastructure areas like the Wagga
Wagga Special Activation precinct do not lose out on projects that are key to driving
environmental sustainability, economy and help the growth of industry and jobs in
regional areas.



