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(e) The impact on agriculture locally and across the wider region 

This facility threatens not only our family’s future on the land—where four sixth-generation younger 
members plan to continue farming—but also Parkes’ reputation as a clean, high-quality food-producing 
region. Farmers already must declare to the LPA if livestock graze under solar panels due to 
contamination concerns—how can we be assured this facility won’t create similar or more serious risks? 

The EPA cannot cite the Western Australian Energy from Waste site as a valid comparison, as it is not 
located within an agricultural zone. Parkes is a highly productive farming region, and the risks associated 
with fallout or leaching from such a facility could have serious implications for food safety, land values, 
and market access. The absence of like-for-like case studies means this proposal represents an untested 
risk in our context. 

The very limited consultation process within the Parkes town and agricultural communities should be 
noted. Even during one particular information session held in Parkes, clear answers were not given; 
different answers were provided to the same question! An example was that we were told by one 
consultant that it would only be green bin waste burnt, not red bin waste. If the consultants were unclear 
on this major point, how can we be confident of the reliability of any information they have given. 

(f) Alterations to the Parkes Special Activation Precinct specifically in relation to the proposed Energy 
Recovery Facility in that region 

We strongly opposed the Parkes SAP right from its initial stages, as it includes part of our family farm. We 
have worked hard to purchase land adjacent to each other so that we can support and continue farming 
with the next generation. We have invested heavily in fixed assets such as silos and sheds—decisions we 
made before we were aware of the SAP plans. Had we known this development was coming, we never 
would have made such substantial financial commitments. A map is attached for reference. Note - Our 
other properties to the south, east and west are not covered on this map. 

If the SAP continues, we face the very real possibility of being forced to sell or have our land compulsorily 
acquired by the government. This would result in the demise of our farm, as the loss of nearby land 
would render our operations unviable. To remain sustainable, we would need to sell all our other 
holdings in the area, dismantle our sixth-generation farm, and attempt to relocate to a region where we 
could afford to purchase enough contiguous land to continue farming.  

Furthermore, we participated in government-led SAP consultations and provided sensitive business 
information under the understanding that we would be reimbursed—yet our tax invoice remains unpaid. 

(h) The methodology of emission monitoring employed by leading large-scale waste-to-energy facilities 
in Australia and across the world 

Also located within the SAP is the Masterpet Pet Care Kitchen, which promotes “world-class 
manufacturing technology to create the highest quality kibble ever made in Australia.” We understand 
they are required to conduct odour monitoring by the EPA. Despite assurances that odour emissions 
would be minimal, the stench from the facility can be detected at one of our residences over five 
kilometres away, depending on wind direction. Other neighbouring property holders have voiced similar 
complaints. 

As farmers, we are accustomed to the natural smells of animal agriculture, but this particular odour is 
offensive and unacceptable. If a facility promoted as “world-class” cannot contain its odour emissions, 
how can we believe that a waste-to-energy plant—with waste stored onsite for days or weeks prior to 
incineration—will perform any better? Notably, the residence affected by the pet food factory is even 








