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Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to formally object to the proposed Energy to Waste (EfW) facility in Parkes. As a 
long-term resident who lives and works in town, I am deeply concerned about the serious 
health, environmental, and social risks this project poses to our community. 

Health and Environmental Risks 

The potential release of toxic emissions, including dioxins and fine particulate matter, poses 
a major risk to human health. These pollutants have been linked to respiratory illnesses, 
cancers, and developmental issues, and no level of exposure can truly be considered safe. 
Parkes residents should not be subjected to long-term health threats from a facility processing 
waste from other regions. 

Our local water supply, Lake Endeavour, is also at risk. Any contamination — whether through 
air deposition, runoff, or accidents — could have devastating and irreversible effects on our 
drinking water and surrounding ecosystems. 

Safety and Maintenance Concerns 

From examples in Western Australia, it is clear that when Energy to Waste operators face 
financial strain, maintenance and safety standards decline. Regular checks are reduced from 
weekly to monthly or less, significantly increasing the risk of accidents and emissions breaches. 

Transport and Contamination Risks 

As someone involved in the transport industry, I am well aware of the frequency of accidents 
involving heavy vehicles and load spillages. The proposed transport of waste by road or rail 
heightens the risk of contamination across our region. A recent rail freight accident at 
Bribbaree, just 150 km from Parkes, demonstrates that these are not hypothetical risks — they 
are real and recurring. 

Social and Economic Impact 

The presence of an incinerator will inevitably lower property values and deter new residents 
and businesses from coming to Parkes. People do not choose to live near toxic waste facilities. 
This will hurt our local economy and unfairly penalize existing homeowners. 

Lack of Transparency and Community Consultation 

It is extremely concerning that, as reported by The Parkes Champion Post on 27 March 2025, 
the incinerator appears to have already been approved — despite the community only hearing 
about it in early 2025. Reports indicate that this project has been in planning since 2017, yet 
there has been no genuine community consultation. Many residents feel that both the State 
Government and Parkes Shire Council have prioritized financial interests over the wellbeing 
of the community they are meant to represent. 

A Fair Request 

If this project were truly safe, it would be located in Sydney, not hundreds of kilometres away 
in a rural community that did not create the waste problem. During drought, Sydney did not 
send water to Parkes — yet we are now expected to take their waste. This is deeply unfair and 
unjust. 



Conclusion 

For the health, safety, and integrity of our town, I strongly oppose the proposed Energy to Waste 
facility. I urge the NSW Government to reject this proposal and instead investigate 
sustainable waste management solutions that do not threaten human health, water quality, 
or the environment. 

Please put the wellbeing of Parkes and the surrounding communities first. 

Regards, 

Geoffrey Robinson 

  

 

 

 




