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Introduction 

My name is , and I am a lifelong resident of Trundle in the 

Parkes Shire of New South Wales. I completed all my schooling here, married a local 

man, and together we raised six children who were all born and educated locally. 

Today, I am proud to see some of my twelve grandchildren and fifteen great-

grandchildren attending the same local schools in Trundle. 

My family and I have been deeply rooted in this community for generations. For 38 

years, my husband and I ran a local business in Trundle, and I also worked for many 

years as an Assistant in Nursing (AIN) at the Trundle Hospital. I now work three days 

a week at the local preschool, helping to care for and educate the next generation of 

local children. 

 
Opposition to Energy from Waste (EfW) Incineration in Parkes Shire 

I wish to express my strong opposition to the construction of an Energy from Waste 

(EfW) incinerator within the Parkes Shire, or indeed in any locality across New South 

Wales. 

My concerns are based on several key points: 

 

1. Health and Environmental Risks 

I am deeply worried about the potential health impacts of emissions from EfW 

incinerators. Communities are being assured these facilities are safe, yet I have 

seen no independent, long-term evidence that guarantees this. I believe we are 

being asked to trust in a technology that could endanger our health and that of future 

generations. 

The idea of burning waste—some of which could contain toxic or hazardous 

materials—so close to where people live, work, and raise families is alarming. 

Trundle and surrounding areas are home to many young families and older residents 

alike, and their wellbeing must come first. 

 

2. Loss of Valuable Farmland 

The Parkes region contains productive agricultural land that sustains families and 

contributes to Australia’s food supply. To sacrifice any of this land for industrial waste 

incineration is, in my view, a waste of a precious resource. Once this land is 

repurposed or contaminated, it cannot easily be restored. 

 

3. Economic Concerns 

Despite the promises of jobs and economic growth, I believe the local community will 

lose out in the long run. Small towns like Trundle depend on clean air, good water, 



and strong agricultural output. An EfW facility will deter tourism, affect property 

values, and change the character of our rural economy. 

I have also seen no convincing evidence that these projects are financially 

sustainable. The costs—both monetary and environmental—appear to outweigh any 

supposed benefits. 

 

4. Lack of Transparency and Community Trust 

I feel that our community has been sold what I can only describe as “a big fat lie.” 

We are told that this is the way forward, yet we have been given no solid proof that 

EfW incineration is safe, effective, or beneficial for our region. Local voices are too 

often dismissed, even though we are the ones who will live with the consequences. 

 
Conclusion 

I urge the Inquiry to listen to the concerns of ordinary residents like myself—people 

who have lived, worked, and raised families in these communities for decades. 

I believe EfW incineration poses unacceptable risks to our health, our land, and our 

local economy. We need sustainable waste solutions that protect, not endanger, our 

rural towns and future generations. 

Thank you for considering my submission. 

 

Sincerely, 
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