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Introduction 

I, , have lived, farmed, and now retired in Parkes, in the 

Parkes Shire for the past 60 years. Over that time, I have raised five children (near 

Trundle and in Parkes) and have deep roots in this region. I have witnessed 

generations of farming, the challenges of drought, soil management, and community 

life in rural New South Wales. 

My strongest concerns now are for the farming futures of my son and daughter, both 

of whom run farms in this district. Their ability to earn a viable income, raise their 

families, and eventually retire depends on land that is productive, safe, and 

sustainable for future generations. 

I am writing as a resident of Parkes to express my strong opposition to the proposed 

Energy from Waste (EfW) facility planned for our region. While I understand the 

growing need to manage waste responsibly, I have serious concerns about the 

suitability of such a facility in our rural environment and the potential short- and long-

term impacts on our land, livelihoods, and community. 

 

Risk of Contamination and Poisoning of Farmland 

Our region is rich in productive farmland that sustains families, communities, and 

local economies. Introducing an EfW facility brings a very real possibility of airborne 

toxins, leachate, and particulate emissions contaminating the soil, air, and water 

systems that our farming operations rely on. Any contamination—no matter how 

“minor” it may be described—poses an unacceptable risk to the health of livestock, 

crops, and people. 

Once farmland is polluted, it is virtually impossible to reverse the damage. The 

possibility of poisoning surrounding agricultural land should be reason enough 

to reconsider siting such a project in an area that feeds the state and the nation. 

 

Impact on Farmers’ Livelihoods 

Farmers in the Central West work tirelessly to care for their land and produce safe, 

high-quality food. An EfW plant would threaten the reputation and marketability of 

their produce, even if contamination never occurs. The mere perception of pollution 



can be devastating to local agriculture and tourism, leading to lost income, reduced 

property values, and long-term economic decline. 

Farmers have endured droughts, floods, and market pressures—but they cannot 

withstand the deliberate introduction of industrial waste burning on our doorstep. 

 

Land, Air, and Water Contamination 

EfW facilities emit fine particulates, heavy metals, and other toxic substances 

that can travel great distances through air and water. The Central West’s unique 

geography and weather patterns could spread pollutants across vast areas. 

Contaminated run-off could enter local waterways, affecting ecosystems and 

communities downstream. 

If Sydney’s air and environmental standards make an EfW facility unsuitable there, 

then it is certainly not suitable for Central West NSW. Our clean air, open spaces, 

and productive landscapes are not dumping grounds for the city’s waste problems. 

 

Sydney’s Responsibility 

Sydney must take responsibility for its own garbage problems. Shifting the burden of 

waste disposal to regional NSW is unjust, short-sighted, and environmentally 

irresponsible. City-based decision-makers should focus on reducing waste 

generation, improving recycling infrastructure, and investing in sustainable 

alternatives close to the source of the problem, not exporting it to communities 

hundreds of kilometres away. 

This is not a matter of NIMBYism—it is a matter of fairness, environmental integrity, 

and respect for regional communities. 

 

Respect for Regional People and Land 

We, the people west of the Blue Mountains, are not ignorant or uneducated. We 

understand exactly what will be in those piles of rubbish and the dangers that come 

with burning them. The Parkes Shire Council, NSW Government, and associated 

agencies may believe that by proposing an EfW plant here, we will simply accept it 

quietly. They are mistaken. 

For generations, we have looked after this land, working hand in hand with nature 

to preserve its health and productivity. We are proud land carers and stewards of the 

environment. Our commitment to sustainable living and environmental protection 

runs deep—and we will not stand by and allow this rural environment to be degraded 

for the convenience of city waste management. 



 

Conclusion 

The proposed EfW facility in the Central West is not a solution—it is a transfer of 

risk from urban to rural communities. If it is not considered appropriate for Sydney, it 

is not appropriate for us either. I urge the inquiry to recognise the environmental, 

social, and moral implications of this proposal and to reject the plan to locate any 

EfW facility in regional NSW. 

Please, don’t ruin our rural environment. We deserve the same protection, 

respect, and consideration as any other community in this state. 

 

Sincerely, 
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