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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy from Waste (EfW) 

From:  

Re: Concerns regarding the proposed incinerator and its environmental, agricultural, 

and economic impact 

Dear Committee Members, 

I write to express my strong concerns regarding the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) 

incinerator and its potential impacts on the environment, agricultural viability, and public 

health — particularly in relation to PFAS and other toxic emissions. 

My family and I live and work on our farm located within 10 kilometres of the proposed 

incinerator site. We are currently planning to build a house on our property to live in, a step 

we are now seriously reconsidering due to the risk of environmental contamination. We rely 

entirely on rainwater catchment for our household use, and we are deeply concerned that 

airborne pollutants from the incinerator — including PFAS and other persistent toxins — 

could contaminate our water supply. This poses a direct risk to our health and the long-term 

liveability of our property. 

We also plan to grow our own vegetables and fruit trees for household consumption. The 

possibility of soil contamination from airborne pollutants raises concerns about the safety of 

our food and the health of our family. 

As a primary producer, my livelihood depends on the health and quality of our land, animals, 

and crops. We raise sheep and cattle for meat and grow grain crops. Any contamination from 

the proposed incinerator could compromise the safety and marketability of our produce. Even 

the perception of contamination could result in a significant depreciation in the value of our 

commodities, affecting our income and the viability of our farming operations. 

Moreover, the value of our land is tied directly to its agricultural productivity and 

environmental quality. Should contamination occur — or even concerns regarding 

contamination  — it is likely to cause a reduction in property value. This could have long-

lasting economic impacts on our family farming business, affecting not only our current 

operations but also the future opportunities for our children should they wish to continue 

farming. 

Finally, I wish to make it clear that I am fully opposed to the building of the proposed 

incinerator, I am concerned that adequate long-term environmental and health monitoring 

will not be implemented or enforced. Without rigorous, independent monitoring and 

transparent reporting, there will be no effective safeguards to protect the surrounding 

communities from potential contamination. This lack of oversight would leave families like 

mine vulnerable to health and economic risks, with no recourse or support in the event of 

damage. 

For all of these reasons, I urge the committee to consider the full scope of environmental, 

health, and agricultural risks associated with the proposed EfW incinerator, and to prioritise 

the protection of farming communities and the environment in your recommendations. 

Thank you for considering my submission. 



Sincerely, 

 

 




