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Introduction 

My name is Holly Orr, and I work in education. Every day I see how deeply connected children are to their 

environment,  their health, their learning, and their futures depend on the safety and integrity of the 

communities they grow up in. I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Energy-from-

Waste (EfW) incinerator near Parkes, NSW. 

This submission focuses on the risks such a project poses to children’s health, water and food security, 

and the future of farming families who underpin our regional economy and food systems. 

1. Children’s Health and Wellbeing 

Children are among the most vulnerable to pollution. Their developing lungs, immune systems, and organs 

make them particularly sensitive to airborne toxins, heavy metals, and ultrafine particulates, all known 

by-products of waste incineration. 

Evidence from overseas shows that even so-called “advanced” EfW technologies emit pollutants including 

dioxins, furans, mercury, lead, and nanoparticles small enough to enter the bloodstream and cross the 

blood-brain barrier. 

The proponents of the Parkes facility have already admitted that particles smaller than 0.02 microns 

cannot be captured, meaning these invisible toxins will enter our air, soil, and food chain. 

No filtration system can make burning waste safe for children to breathe. 

2. Risk to Food Production and Market Access 

Parkes is part of a proud agricultural region that produces clean, safe, and trusted food and fibre. An EfW 

incinerator threatens that reputation. Even the perception of contamination, from toxic ash, airborne 

deposition, or water runoff, could jeopardise market access for grains, meat, wool, and other produce. 

Farmers work tirelessly to meet biosecurity and quality assurance standards. Introducing a source of 

persistent organic pollutants and heavy metals into the same landscape undermines those efforts and risks 

multi-generational livelihoods. 

It would be devastating to see farming families lose income or market trust due to contamination fears from 

a facility they never asked for and were barely consulted about. 

3. Water Contamination 

The potential for leachate and surface water contamination is an unacceptable risk in a region that relies 

so heavily on limited and precious water supplies. Any release of heavy metals, PFAS, or dioxins into 

catchments could impact not only agriculture but also community drinking water and the health of local 

ecosystems. 

Once these pollutants enter soil and water systems, they persist for decades. There is no realistic way to 

clean up such contamination, only to prevent it in the first place. 

 



4. The Future of Farming Families 

As someone who works with young people every day, I see how many still dream of staying on the land, 

becoming the next generation of farmers, growers, and land carers. But those futures depend on clean air, 

safe water, and the integrity of our local environment. 

The Parkes region has the potential to lead in sustainable agriculture, composting, and circular economy 

innovations, not to become a dumping ground for metropolitan waste. Building an incinerator sends the 

wrong message to our children: that rural communities are expendable, and their health and livelihoods are 

secondary to city waste problems. 

Our kids deserve better. They deserve a clean and safe future — one that values farming families and the 

land that sustains us all. 

Conclusion 

The health of our children and the sustainability of our food-producing regions should never be put at risk 

for a project that benefits waste generators, not the community. I urge the Committee to recommend 

against the approval or expansion of Energy-from-Waste incineration projects, and instead invest in 

genuine circular economy solutions that protect rural environments and the next generation. 

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. 

Sincerely, 

Holly Orr 

Parkes Region, NSW 

 


