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To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed waste-to-energy incinerator project in 

Parkes, NSW. I live in the surrounding region and am deeply concerned about the long-term impacts 

this development will have on our community, our health, and our livelihoods. 

This project poses significant risks for several reasons: 

1. Health and Lifestyle Impacts 

Waste incineration produces harmful air pollutants, including dioxins, heavy metals, and fine particulate 

matter. These have been linked to respiratory illness, cancer, and other chronic health conditions. 

Locating such a facility near a rural community places residents at unnecessary risk, compromising the 

clean air and quality of life that people in regional towns should be able to rely upon. 

2. Agriculture and Food Security 

Parkes and the surrounding areas are key agricultural regions. Our farmland produces food not just for 

local communities but for broader markets. Any contamination from incinerator emissions threatens 

soil, water, and crop health, directly endangering farm businesses, food safety, and employment in the 

agricultural sector. 

3. Double Standards Between City and Country 

This incinerator proposal was rejected for Sydney and surrounding suburbs due to health and 

environmental risks. If it is not safe enough for urban residents, it should not be deemed acceptable for 

rural communities either. It is unjust that waste from Sydney would be transported to our region for 

disposal, while the electricity generated would primarily benefit the city. This approach treats regional 

NSW as Sydney’s dumping ground, devaluing the lives and contributions of country residents. 

4. Community Voice and Fairness 

Our community has a smaller population and, as such, struggles to be heard at the same level as 

metropolitan areas. This proposal takes advantage of that imbalance, ignoring the wishes and wellbeing 

of the very people who would live with the daily consequences of such a facility. 

For these reasons, I urge the Government to reject the proposal for a waste-to-energy incinerator in 

Parkes. Regional communities should not bear the environmental, social, and health burdens of 

metropolitan waste. We deserve clean air, safe water, thriving farmland, and a future that is not 

compromised by decisions made for the convenience of Sydney. 

 

Thank you for considering my submission. 


