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Submission to the NSW Parliament

Re: Opposition to the Proposed Parkes Waste-to-Energy Incinerator

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed waste-to-energy incinerator in Parkes,
NSW.

International evidence shows that incinerators emit harmful pollutants including fine particulate matter
(PM2.5), heavy metals, and dioxins, which have been linked to respiratory illness, cancers, and
developmental disorders (Public Health Association of Australia, 2024; SciDirect Review, 2023).
Communities living near incinerators are consistently found to face higher health risks compared to
areas without such facilities (BMC Public Health, 2025). Approving such a development in Parkes
would unnecessarily expose our community — including children and the elderly — to long-term health
hazards.

Incineration does not eliminate waste; it simply transforms it into toxic ash, which requires disposal in
hazardous facilities (MDPI, 2022). It also locks communities into long-term waste supply contracts,
discouraging recycling and composting — the very strategies NSW should be prioritising. Additionally,
incinerators contribute to greenhouse gas emissions, undermining NSW’s climate commitments.

Parkes is a regional hub known for agriculture, tourism, and family living. Hosting an incinerator risks
damaging our region’s image, reducing property values, and deterring investment. Similar projects in
other Australian communities, such as Laverton in Victoria, faced legal and community opposition due
to health and environmental risks, further demonstrating that incineration is neither welcomed nor
sustainable (Environmental Justice Australia, 2021).

Evidence shows that genuine recycling, advanced material recovery, and composting not only divert
waste from landfill but also generate more local jobs and reduce long-term costs (Toxics Free Australia,
2024). These alternatives align with NSW’s transition toward a circular economy and would bring safer,
more future-focused opportunities to Parkes without compromising health or environment.

Conclusion

For the health of our community, the protection of our environment, and the sustainability of our
region’s economy, I urge the NSW Parliament to reject the proposed Parkes incinerator. I ask instead
that the government prioritise proven, safer waste management strategies that truly benefit regional
communities and uphold NSW’s commitment to a clean and healthy future.

Respectfully,
Ken Walton



