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Submission to the NSW Parliament

Re: Opposition to the Proposed Parkes Waste-to-Energy Incinerator

I write to strongly oppose the proposed waste-to-energy incinerator in Parkes, NSW.

Waste-to-energy incinerators release harmful emissions, including fine particulate matter, dioxins, and
heavy metals. These pollutants are known to contribute to respiratory illness, cardiovascular disease,
developmental disorders, and cancers. Locating such a facility near our community places the health of
residents — including children, the elderly, and vulnerable groups — at unnecessary risk.

Incineration undermines sustainable waste management. Instead of reducing landfill, it creates toxic
ash that must be disposed of, often in hazardous waste facilities. It also locks NSW into long-term
contracts for waste supply, discouraging investment in genuine recycling, composting, and waste
reduction initiatives. Furthermore, burning waste contributes to greenhouse gas emissions, which runs
counter to NSW’s commitments to reduce emissions and transition to a clean energy future.

Parkes is a thriving regional community that relies on agriculture, tourism, and family-friendly living.
An incinerator will negatively impact our region’s image, property values, and liveability. Communities
across NSW have consistently opposed similar facilities because of their long-term risks and limited
local benefits. Instead, investment in circular economy industries such as advanced recycling, repair,
and reuse would provide safer, cleaner, and more sustainable job opportunities.

NSW has the opportunity to lead in waste innovation by supporting recycling infrastructure,
composting, and waste reduction policies. These solutions not only protect public health and the
environment but also create long-term, sustainable employment without exposing communities to toxic
emissions.

I urge the NSW Parliament to reject the proposal for a waste-to-energy incinerator in Parkes. Our
community deserves clean air, safe water, and sustainable industries that support both people and the
environment. I ask that resources be directed toward safer, cleaner, and more future-focused waste
management solutions that truly benefit regional NSW.

Respectfully,

Parkes resident





