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Submission – Tiarni Cohen 
Parkes Waste to Energy Incinerator Proposal 

My name is Tiarni Cohen. I was raised in Peak Hill, where I continue to live today along 
with my very large extended family. I am an Aboriginal woman, a mother of four beautiful 
children, and before going on maternity leave, I worked as an Aboriginal Support Officer 
at a local Catholic school. 

I am writing to express my deep concerns about the proposed waste incinerator 
development in Parkes. As a mother, my primary concern is the health and wellbeing of 
my children and my wider family. As an Indigenous woman, I am also deeply aware that 
our communities already face higher health risks compared to the general population—
risks that would only be worsened by the introduction of an industrial incinerator in our 
region. 

We are a community that deserves clean air, clean water, and a healthy environment—
basic rights that should never be compromised. Burning waste for energy has been 
widely criticised by health and environmental experts around the world. The toxins 
released, the risk to our land and water, and the long-term impacts on our health are too 
great to ignore. 

Our people have lived on and cared for this land for generations. The thought that our 
children might grow up breathing polluted air or drinking contaminated water is 
heartbreaking. We should be investing in sustainable, safe waste solutions—not toxic 
shortcuts. 

I strongly oppose this proposal and urge those in power to listen to the people of Parkes 
and Peak Hill. Our health, our future, and our land must come before profit. 

Sincerely, 
Tiarni Cohen 

 


