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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste (EfW) – Yasmin Davies 

Name: Yasmin Davies, Parkes, NSW 

 

Introduction 

I live and work alongside my husband on our property, about 4 km from the proposed EfW facility.  We’ve 

made this place our home and built our life around our family and farm. I am writing to strongly oppose the 

proposed incinerator. 

 

Living so close to the proposed facility, I worry constantly about the safety of our drinking water, for our 

family and for our livestock. Like many families on farms, we rely entirely on tank water. The thought that 

emissions from the incinerator could contaminate our water fills me with real concern. Our animals depend 

on this water, and any contamination would affect their health as well as ours. 

 

We have very young grandchildren who visit us often and sometimes stay for days. The idea that they could 

be exposed to pollutants from this facility terrifies me. My youngest son, who still lives at home, has 

expressed fear for his future here, and he has even said he would leave Parkes if the incinerator goes 

ahead. Like many rural towns, keeping our younger generations here is already difficult, and this project 

would make it even harder. 

 

We’ve invested significant time and money into this property over the years we’ve been here. The presence 

of a facility so close would likely reduce its value dramatically. If we were forced to move, we would not get 

back what we paid. That is not just a financial loss, it’s the loss of a home, a community, and the life we’ve 

built here. 

 

I am deeply concerned about the lack of meaningful consultation with local residents. The people of Parkes 

have not been properly informed or engaged about the potential risks. Parkes Energy Recovery describes 

the project as “safe” and “modern,” this is greenwashing, creating a false sense of security while ignoring 

the real dangers to our community and environment. If such a facility is not considered safe in Sydney, why 

would it be safe here, in a productive agricultural region where food is grown for local and international 

markets? The potential risks to our health, livestock, and the wider community are real. 

 

This is more than a project to me; it’s my home, my family’s health, and our future. The idea of living so 

close to a facility that could harm our water, our children, and our grandchildren is deeply worrying. It’s not 

just about numbers or regulations, it’s about real people, real families, and the life we are trying to build in 

Parkes. 

 

Conclusion 

For the safety of our drinking water, the health of our grandchildren, the security of our family, and the 

integrity of our community, I strongly oppose the construction of this EfW facility in Parkes. I urge the 

Inquiry to listen to the voices of families who live here, who will be most affected, and to carefully consider 

the human impact before any decisions are made. 

 

Sincerely,  

Yasmin Davies 


