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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste (EfW) 

From:  Parkes, NSW 

 

I am writing in response to the 2025 Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste (EfW), particularly 

regarding the environmental, health, and community impacts, and the adequacy of consultation and policy 

planning outlined in the Terms of Reference. 

 

My name is . I am a retired nurse, and I was born and raised in Parkes. I have lived here 

most of my life and care deeply about the health of this community and the future of the land that sustains 

us. 

 

The proposed EfW development at Parkes raises serious concerns about public health and environmental 

safety. As a retired nurse, I understand the long-term impacts that air pollution, chemical exposure, and 

contaminated water can have on people’s health, especially children and the elderly. I worry for the future 

health of my grandchildren if they choose to stay in Parkes. 

 

From an environmental and agricultural perspective, this project threatens the value and productivity of 

rural farms. Families have worked the land here for generations, and any contamination risk, real or 

perceived, could affect soil, crops, livestock, and water supplies, as well as farm values and market 

confidence. 

 

The government’s decision to locate incinerators in regional areas like Parkes feels arrogant and unfair, as 

though we are being treated as second-class citizens. There has been no genuine community consultation, 

despite the major consequences this project could have on our health, livelihoods, and environment. 

 

If the government is serious about reducing waste, it should focus on preventing waste at the source, not 

burning it. The recent bans on plastic straws, plates, and cutlery were a good step, but we need to go 

further by rethinking how we design and package products. The focus should be on reducing packaging, 

improving recycling systems, and developing local, sustainable waste solutions that create jobs and protect 

our environment. 

 

In summary, I ask the Inquiry to: 

 

1. Recognise the health and environmental risks posed by EfW facilities in agricultural regions; 

 

2. Address the lack of meaningful consultation with affected rural communities; and 

 

3. Support safe, sustainable, and circular waste management alternatives that do not endanger our 

land, water, or people. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Parkes, NSW 




