
 

 Submission    
No 111 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE 

FACILITIES 
 
 
 

Name: Mrs Shirley Michalk 

Date Received: 7 October 2025 

 

 



Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste (EfW) 

From: Shirley Michalk, Parkes , NSW 

 

I am writing in response to the 2025 Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste (EfW), particularly in 

relation to the environmental, health, and community impacts of these projects. 

 

My name is Shirley Michalk, and I have lived in the Parkes my entire life. My farm is close to the proposed 

EfW site. I am very concerned about what this project would mean for our health, our water, our farms, 

and our way of life. 

 

Our water quality is my biggest concern, both in our house tanks and farm dams. This water is used by our 

family, livestock, crops, and local wildlife. Any fallout or pollution settling on our roofs will go straight into 

the water we drink. Contamination from air emissions or leaks would also affect our soil, crops, fruit trees, 

vegetable gardens, and pasture. 

 

If contamination occurs, it could lead to the rejection or loss of market access for the food we grow, 

whether it’s crops, fruit, meat, or vegetables. That would not only destroy our livelihood but make it 

impossible to sell or export our products. Even the perception of contamination would cause market losses 

and price drops, as consumers and buyers avoid our region. 

 

I am also worried about pollution to the air and soil, property values, and the smell and noise coming from 

both the facility and the garbage trains that would bring waste here. The idea of waste being transported 

through our area brings added risks, including leaks from trains that cause odours, flies, and fly strike. 

 

There is also a fire risk from trains or trucks carrying combustible waste. If a train were to catch fire or 

derail, who would handle the clean-up? Rural Fire Service volunteers are already stretched, and the 

community should not be left to deal with industrial accidents. If a fire or train derailment were to occur, 

what is the legally enforceable emergency and clean-up plan? 

 

I also believe that if this company is foreign-owned, it must be required to pay full taxes in Australia on any 

profits made here. It is only fair that our community should not carry the environmental and health risks 

while the financial benefits go overseas. 

 

Instead of burning waste, we should be focusing on safer, proven, and sustainable alternatives, such as: 

 

• Composting and organic recycling to return nutrients to the soil; 
 

• Anaerobic digestion to create clean energy from food and farm waste; 
 

• Improved recycling and reuse systems to reduce waste at the source; and 
 

• Better product design and packaging reduction to prevent waste creation in the first place. 
 

These solutions would protect our health, water, and environment, create local jobs, and support a 

genuinely circular economy without endangering the farming communities that feed the nation. 



In my view, this project poses too many risks to our health, water, food, land, and community wellbeing, 

and it does not belong in a productive agricultural area. 

 

Sincerely, 

Shirley Michalk 

Parkes, NSW 


