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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste (EfW) 

From: Rhonda Milgate, Parkes Shire, NSW 

 

I am writing in response to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste (EfW), particularly in relation 

to the Terms of Reference concerning environmental protection, regional impacts, and community 

consultation. 

 

My name is Rhonda Milgate, and I am a resident of the Parkes Shire in New South Wales. I am a partner in a 

mixed farming enterprise that has been in my family for seven generations. 

 

Our area is heavily dependent on agriculture, and I am very concerned about the proposed Energy-from-

Waste (EfW) development near Parkes. It carries serious risks of contaminating our soils, crops, livestock, 

and water supply, which would threaten farm viability and future food production in the region. Any 

contamination from emissions, ash, or runoff could have lasting impacts on our land and waterways. 

 

As farmers, we are already considering carrying out our own baseline testing of soil and water to ensure we 

have clear evidence of current conditions before any project begins. This reflects how seriously we view the 

potential contamination risks and the lack of confidence we have in the assurances being given. 

Maintaining clean test results is also essential for livestock declarations and food safety standards, which 

underpin both our domestic and international markets. Any risk to that integrity would have major 

economic consequences for local producers. 

 

Instead of burning waste, I believe we should be investing in safer and more sustainable waste solutions, 

such as: 

 

• Composting and organic recycling to return nutrients to the soil; 

 

• Anaerobic digestion to generate clean energy from organic materials; 

 

• Improved recycling and reuse systems to reduce waste at the source; and 

 

• Better product design and packaging reduction to prevent waste creation in the first place. 

 

These options create local jobs, protect our environment and food systems, and support a genuinely 

circular economy, without putting our farming future at risk. 

 

I strongly urge the Inquiry to protect agricultural regions like ours and to focus on alternatives that are safe, 

proven, and sustainable. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rhonda Milgate 

Parkes, NSW 


