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04 October 2025 

 

TO THE SELECT COMMITTEE FOR THE INQUIRY ON PROPOSED ENERGY 

FROM WASTE FACILITIES. 

To whom it may concern, 

I am a Farmer and business owner located near Parkes NSW and within the Parkes 

Shire Council area. I have lived locally all my life apart from 4 years in Sydney for 

University, I have a Ba. Nursing, and have worked locally nearly all my working life 

as well. I married a local farmer, and our children are the sixth generation to be 

raised on the family farm. 

I AM WRITING TO OPPOSE THE PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE 

INCINERATOR FOR PARKES, AS WELL AS ALL OTHER LOCALITIES WITHIN 

NSW. 

I oppose the burning of waste/ the proposed incinerator on the following grounds: 

1. The lack of consultation within the local and wider community. 

2. The proximity to town, a school and valuable farming land. 

3. The lack of responsibility/accountability being taken by the organisation that will 

run the incinerator with no baseline testing of water, air and soil on surrounding 

properties, town and further afield, given how far the toxins from the incinerator 

are likely to travel. As well as baseline health testing from willing long-term 

residents. 

4. I have concerns about the ability of the management of the incinerator to manage 

the consistent heat needed to burn the rubbish effectively. 

5. The production of forever chemicals and toxins that will be released into the 

environment by the incinerator. 

6. Inadequate method of disposal of the ash to be produced by the incinerator and 

the inability to be able to do anything with the ash. 

7. Gas and water are needed for the running of the incinerator, we do not have 

enough of these locally, especially water. 

8. Parkes is already a town without adequate medical services, we have much 

poorer health outcomes that our city counterparts, we have larger rates of cancer, 

Parkinson’s, auto-immune disorders and asthma. Why pick a town that has a 

smaller voice and already health marginalised. 



9. And with that in mind, how will we ever attract Doctors, Nurses, Teachers and 

other professionals to town with a great big incinerator on the outskirts? 

10. I have concerns about the ongoing safety of the environment for our native plants 

and animals, and especially the endangered/threatened species such as: bats, 

possums, gliders, marsupials, frogs, and birds such as the Superb Parrot, Bush 

Stone-Curlew, owls, ducks, Tree Creepers, eagles, cockatoos, Honeyeaters, 

Warblers, Harriers, Kites and Chats, that all live in the local area. 

11. I have concerns about Parkes Shire Council (PSC) being able to manage, have 

the strength, to regulate and control their areas of concern in the Special 

Activation Precinct (SAP). 

12. This project is being touted as part of the circular waste economy. How can this 

be so? The carbon footprint/diesel used and created in transporting the waste out 

of Sydney. How the ash is disposed of? The penalising of city councils if they are 

unable to meet their contracted supply of rubbish (doesn’t encourage recycling, 

does it?)? This is not circular waste management. 

13. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is already saturating the TV with 

adds about safe battery disposal, if the rubbish to be burned is not going to be 

sorted, how do they even know what is being burned and how safe it is to burn? 

14. A bit like PFAS, that we didn’t know about 20years ago, what will be produced by 

burning rubbish, that will be a problem in the future? 

15. When (not if) there is a contamination incident, by the time the EPA gets alerted, 

it’s already too late for the surrounding area, the damage is done. By the time the 

EPA prosecutes and enforces penalties, it’s way too late.  

16. I have absolutely no confidence in the EPA or NSW Government being able 

to keep this under control and well managed for the surrounding 

population and environment. 

17. And I have every expectation that a consortium of Foreign Nationals will 

screw us over. They have no interest or investment in our safety, our well-

being, our community or our environment. 

 

My questions for the inquiry committee would be: 

1. Who benefits from the “energy” produced? - We won’t be. 

2. How is it that the incinerator won’t have to meet stricter environmental 

conditions than our neighbours, North Parkes Mine (NPM)? NPM does sound 

monitoring, dust monitoring and also tests our water and the major building 

structures on our property for stability, on a continuous/regular/annual basis. 

3. With the massive cost of construction and transporting rubbish, how is this 

business even going to make money? 

4. Who will compensate us when things go wrong? As in, contamination of the 

local area, unsaleable crops/livestock, decreased land values, poor health 

outcomes. 

5. What is the plan for the eventual decommissioning of the incinerator? 



6. How is Parkes Shire Council benefitting from this proposed project? 

7. How is the State Government benefiting financially from this proposed 

project?  

8. Does the State Govt realise if this project goes ahead that it will cost them 

votes? 

9. Just like it is going to cost the Parkes Shire Councillors their positions next 

election for backing this project. Aren’t they all lucky it’s not an election year 

(says the cynic in me). 

10. Who (if any) on the current and former Parkes Shire Council has benefitted or 

will benefit from this project? 

 

If the proposed incinerator goes ahead:  

1. I request, that if this goes ahead; that baseline testing (prior to the 

commissioning of the project) for water, air, soil, and human health, from an 

independent laboratory, twice, from a wide area +/- 100km surrounding the 

incinerator. And from then on, annually, at the expense of Tribe and/or NSW 

State Government, after all, it’s their project. If the local copper mine can 

manage to do it, so can this project. 

2. That a scheme be put in place for compensation, independently administered, 

when this incinerator creates problems for the local area. 

3. That the EPA be given more power to “Police” such facilities and be able to 

make them accountable for their actions or inactions. 

4. That a solid plan be developed and displayed for the decommissioning of the 

incinerator. 

I fought against a proposed incinerator at Bogan Gate as a teenager in the 1990’s, I 

am still against a proposed incinerator for NSW, but especially one that is proposed 

so close to town and will badly impact on the surrounding environment and valuable, 

productive farming sector. 

Thank you for your time on this vital issue, I would very much appreciate a written 

response addressing my concerns. 
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