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As President of the Goulburn Branch of the Shooters, Fishers & Farmers Party I have been involved 

from the outset in resisting the establishment of garbage incinerators in rural NSW. Before the previous 

government established locations there was an attempt by Jerrara Power through State Significant 

status, under the EPA legislation, to establish a rubbish incinerator on Jerrara Road near Marulan, NSW. 

After strident public outrage and vocal resident campaigns against the project which had no high voltage 

lines, unsuitable routes to transport the rubbish, and which would pollute the nearby farmland and 

Bungonia National Park, Jerrara Power, the parent company, fittingly put their tails between their legs 

and withdrew. 

But, as many locals suspected, it was a simply a feint for worse things to come. Local NSW State 

Parliament Liberal member Wendy Tuckerman MP, then Minister for Local Government, announced 

the 4 "Energy from Waste" garbage burning "precincts", rearranging the deck chairs on the Titanic. And 

from a single small power company now the tiny of community of Tarago had to fight a multinational, 

Veolia, who have been polluting several regions in Europe with their technology. The NSW Liberal 

State Government even had the temerity to exclude the name of the town from the precinct, instead 

calling it "South Goulburn." 

Veolia are already the failed proprietor of the Bioreactor Landfill upon the proposed location of the 

incinerator. For decades Tarago locals have been living with the stench of the landfill and periodic leaks 

from the leachate dams have been contaminating the local creeks and streams and, potentially, the water 

table leading to Lake George. Why the Tarago community should trust Veolia after their failures with a 

landfill, a far less risky proposition than an incinerator, is unclear. 

The process of reassuring local authorities was absurdly amateur. A company technical officer admitted 

in a zoom meeting with representatives of Goulburn Mulwaree Council that their incinerator in 

Shropshire, England, had breached compliance for ten minutes. In other words, it had emitted toxic 

chemicals into the atmosphere. Upon further questioning if it could have been longer the technician said 

probably not, but he could not absolutely rule out the possibility. The incinerator proposed for Tarago 

is apparently of the same technology and allegedly never breaks compliance. More lies to push dirty 

technology on small communities away from Sydney. 

As the community consultation, an oxymoron if ever there was one, progressed the evils of the 

incinerator became more and more evident. It was clear from the outset that dioxins and furans would 

be emitted from the stack continually. As “forever toxins” these would build up in the air, water, soil 

and, more concerning be absorbed into the bodies of humans and animals by osmosis. If that wasn’t bad 

enough it soon became clear that Pfas would join the laundry list of poisons spewed forth by the Veolia’s 

trash burner. The very chemical that had contaminated so many defence sites and caused numerous 

health woes. 

When the final EIS was released, the document had holes all through it. Goulburn Mulwaree Council’s 

Planning Department identified numerous problems with it, not the least that the heavy metal residue 

storage design was still not properly tested and resolved. Instead, Veolia assured the community that it 

was still under determination but “would be safe.” If the facility in Shropshire was so good why did 

they not have a heavy toxins storage design used there? 

The Tarago region is dotted with small acreages whose drinking water is from rainfall tanks, and 

generational farms cover significant parts of the land specialising in high quality meats and boutique 

crops and produce, as well as hay that is shipped all over the east coast. On top of this is the significant 

wildlife corridors and the nearby Bungonia National Park which hosts numerous endangered species. 

The impact of a continual plume of forever toxins would be irreparable and irreversible. But the NSW 

Government needs somewhere to put Sydney’s rubbish so they don’t care. Out of sight, out of mind. 

However, since the dispersant effect of COVID 19 and the prohibitive cost of housing in the Sydney 

Basin and nearby ACT the once stagnant population of the Goulburn Region is growing. The shadow 

of industrial solar installations and giant wind turbines has already crept across land set aside for the 

local housing strategies and the NSW Government is steadfastly whittling controls away so new housing 

to can be built with as little planning restrictions as possible, even important controls. How does the 

NSW Government intend to deal with the surge in cancer, still births, infertility, birth defects, auto 



immune conditions, skin diseases and mental health disorders from Pfas, dioxins, furans and other 

poisons pumped into the air in the Hume Highway Corridor? Because the Southern Tablelands is a high 

wind area. There’s already been a Select Committee Inquiry into the contamination of water ways and 

drinking water supplies by Pfas. 

And this is not even discussing the terrible impact of a similar project not twenty kilometres from 

schools and farms near Forbes. The impact in this region will be similarly disastrous. 

Western Sydney fought and successfully resisted the building of an incinerator at Eastern Creek. Why? 

Because they knew it was a health crisis in the making. Political parties like the Greens and the Animal 

Justic Party scream “climate catastrophe” and “global boiling” when it gets above 25 degrees C before 

the 1st October. A foe much worse than carbon awaits us if these incinerators are built, and while Sydney 

may not live in the shadow of them the effects will be felt. Country NSW feeds our cities, and if rural 

residents catch a cold, it’s still the city that has to send the doctor. 

Instead of burning our rubbish we should be implementing the sort of rigid recycling regimen used in 

nations like South Korea and especially Japan. We should be heavily regulating the amount of plastic 

packaging coming from imported goods from China, should be separating our waste into several 

categories, and our government should be sponsoring every sort of recycling, not pandering to 

companies whose pyrrhic approach to trash has contaminated the lives of perhaps hundreds of millions 

of people across the Northern Hemisphere. 

Like every other toxin, Pfas knows no borders or laws. It will creep into the Sydney Catchment and 

soon, five and a half million people will be poisoned, just like those in rural NSW. The Shooters Fishers 

& Farmers Party has stood at the tip of the spear fighting the construction of these incinerators and only 

now has the greater public woken up. There’s still time. Ban incinerators in NSW, before they’re even 

built. 


