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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Proposed Energy-from-Waste Facilities

From: Gundarimbah Merino & Poll Merino Stud
Re: Proposed Energy-from-Waste Incinerator — Parkes

Introduction

Gundarimbah Merino & Poll Merino Stud welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this Parliamentary
Inquiry into proposed Energy-from-Waste (EfW) facilities.

Our family has farmed in the Parkes district for five generations, and for many decades has operated a
Merino stud, breeding high-quality Merino and Poll Merino sheep. The start of our stud boundary lies just
5.7 kilometres from the proposed Energy-from-Waste site. Our business and livelihood depend entirely on
maintaining clean land, water, and pastures to produce premium wool and breeding stock that meet both
national and export market standards.

We strongly oppose the proposed Parkes EfW incinerator. The risks to agricultural land, livestock health,
and the international reputation of Australian Merino wool far outweigh any claimed benefits.

Our concerns, outlined below, relate directly to the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference.

(b) Spread of the Emissions Predicted and the Quality of Emissions to be Generated

EfW facilities are known to emit dioxins, furans, heavy metals, PFAS, and fine particulates, which can settle
on pastures, surface water, and soil. These pollutants are long-lived, bioaccumulative, and cannot be
removed once deposited.

At only 5.7 km from the proposed site, our property sits well within the potential deposition range. Even
low-level contamination could have long-term impacts on soil health, animal welfare, and the safety of
agricultural produce.

Recommendation: The government must require independent baseline testing for dioxins, furans, PFAS
and heavy metals before any development approval. Without baseline data, future monitoring will be
meaningless and accountability impossible.

(d) Impacts on Human Health Including Drinking Water, Rainwater Harvesting and Soil Contamination
Our stud relies on rainwater tanks, groundwater bores, and farm dams. These sources are vulnerable to
contamination through airborne fallout or leachate. Pollutants such as PFAS and dioxins persist in water

and can bioaccumulate in livestock.

Soil contamination is irreversible, posing risks to feed crops and pasture safety for grazing animals. The
health of our livestock, family, and staff cannot be guaranteed under the threat of continuous emissions.



(e) Impact on Agriculture Locally and Across the Wider Region

The Parkes district is one of the state’s most productive food and fibre regions, and Merino wool from this
area contributes to Australia’s clean and sustainable reputation in global markets.

The potential for contamination or even public concern about contamination could jeopardise market
access for local wool and livestock. International buyers increasingly test for PFAS and dioxins, and any

detection, or even suspicion, could cause long-term damage to our brand and our region’s reputation.

Generations of genetic improvement, soil stewardship, and sustainable management could be undone by a
single industrial project that has no link to agriculture.

It is deeply ironic that wool, a natural and biodegradable fibre positioned to help reduce the growing
problem of microplastic pollution in fashion, could be placed at risk by an incinerator that burns vast
amounts of plastic waste and synthetic materials, releasing even more microplastic particles and toxic
compounds into the environment.

(i) Alternative Solutions to Reduce and Manage Residual Waste

Rather than burning waste in a food-producing region, the government should invest in genuine circular
economy solutions that complement agriculture, such as:

e Organics recycling and composting hubs to turn waste into nutrient-rich soil products.

e Anaerobic digestion to generate biogas and fertiliser.

e Reuse, repair, and local recycling initiatives that create regional jobs.

We also support broader waste reduction policies including:

e Mandating a ban on all plastic packaging (building on existing bans on straws, plates, and cutlery).

e Requiring industry to transition to certified compostable polymer bags and materials that are
proven safe to return to soil systems.

e Stronger Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) obligations so manufacturers, not farmers, carry
the burden of waste management.

(j) Other Related Matters — Precautionary Principle

Once contamination occurs, it cannot be reversed. The precautionary principle must apply: if a project
poses potential harm to farmland, livestock, or human health, it should not proceed.

Rural industries like ours depend on trust, traceability, and environmental integrity. An Energy-from-Waste
incinerator in the Parkes farming district undermines all three.



Conclusion

Our stud’s reputation, and the broader reputation of Australian Merino wool, rests on clean land and
uncontaminated production systems. Siting an industrial waste-burning facility just 5.7 kilometres from a
working Merino stud represents an unacceptable risk to agriculture, animal welfare, and community
confidence.

Gundarimbah Merino & Poll Merino Stud respectfully urges the Committee to recommend against approval
of the Parkes Energy-from-Waste incinerator, and to instead support sustainable waste management
approaches that restore, not endanger, regional farming landscapes.

Signed,

Grant Orr

On behalf of Gundarimbah Merino & Poll Merino Stud
Parkes, NSW
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