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Submission – Valerie Kelly 
Parkes Waste to Energy Incinerator Proposal 

My family and I are proud residents of the East side of Parkes, where we own a small, 
beautiful acreage. My husband and I are in our late 50s, working full-time while also 
running a sheep stud. Parkes is more than just our home—it’s our future, and our legacy. 

Our son and his young family currently live in Sydney, but they have firm plans to 
relocate to Parkes within the next three years. They want to raise their children—our 
grandchildren—in a safer, cleaner environment, surrounded by a vibrant and resilient 
community. Parkes represents everything they hope for in a future: strong community 
values, access to excellent education, diverse business opportunities, and a quality of 
life that rivals many city areas. 

We are extremely concerned about the proposed waste incinerator development. 
Incinerators of this nature have been globally linked to negative impacts on human 
health, water, soil, livestock, and the environment. Experts across the world have raised 
serious concerns—and with good reason. 

This proposal threatens to fundamentally and irreversibly alter the character and 
wellbeing of Parkes. We risk becoming a dumping ground for the waste of larger cities, 
brought in via rail. Once established, there is no turning back. 

It is deeply disappointing to see such a project pushed onto rural communities—while 
those advocating for it refuse to host it in their own backyards. 

We urge decision-makers to prioritise health, community, and environment over profit. 
Parkes deserves better. This incinerator must not go ahead—for the sake of current and 
future generations. 

Sincerely, 
Valerie Kelly 

 


