
 

 Submission    
No 70 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO RURAL HOUSING AND SECOND 

DWELLINGS REFORM 
 
 
 

Name: Mr Philip Connor 

Date Received: 9 October 2025 

 

 



My Submission: 

I have farmed in the Tweed Shire of NSW since 1974, specifically in the Burringbar District up until 

2024. Agricultural production has declined considerably during my time. The region once being a major 

Banana, Avocado, Passionfruit growing area, to a lesser extent tomatoes, kiwi fruit & small crops. Dairy 

farms once prospered with approximately 30,  now there are just 2 which have been able to progress to 

value adding with cheese making. 

Productivity: This has declined in many cases due to the rising costs of production resulting in poor 

monetary returns along with competition from large & more manageable broad acre production areas 

such as Banana & Avocados production in Qld & Avocados in WA. These areas being highly 

mechanized to maximize profitability & in turn minimizing costs of production & marketing. 

Land Capabilities: Topography, land capabilities & soil types vary considerably. Sloping to steep land 

in the Shire is common. I understand that land having an 18% slope or more has restricted usage. Much 

of this land has eroded due to improper management.  

Family Farms/ Properties: Many parents of children expressing a desire to stay on the family property 

would prefer to stay on if a second dwelling was permitted. By being there they would be able to pass 

on their knowledge & experiences which is very important for future generations. Also provide close 

family assistance to managing daily family activities. 

Additional Housing: Whether it be on farms, properties or on smaller lifestyle rural blocks of 8,000 

square meters, would more than likely strengthen rural communities while addressing the housing 

availability problem.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Philip Connor HDA 

 


