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Subject: Support for Rural Landholders to Build Separate Standalone Dwellings on Acreage 
Properties 

 

To the Members of the NSW Parliament, 

I write as a concerned and invested rural landholder and resident of New South Wales to 
express my strong support for reforming rural housing planning rules to allow rural property 
owners to build a separate, standalone dwelling on their acreage. 

Context and Issue 

Current planning regulations in many areas of NSW either prohibit or severely restrict the 
construction of a second detached dwelling on rural land, often limiting families to one 
principal residence or requiring any additional dwellings to be attached (e.g., a granny flat or 
secondary dwelling within a certain square meter limit). 

This rule no longer reflects the changing needs of rural families, nor does it align with the 
realities of rural land management, succession planning, or community development in 
regional areas. 

Why Reform is Needed 

1. Support for Multi-Generational Living 
Many rural families wish to support ageing parents, adult children, or extended family 
while maintaining independence and privacy. A separate standalone dwelling provides a 
humane and practical solution that keeps families together while respecting individual 
needs. 

2. Sustainable Land Use 
Rural landholdings are typically large enough to accommodate additional dwellings 
without placing pressure on infrastructure or environment. Responsible building 
practices can ensure environmental sustainability while supporting population retention 
in regional areas. 

3. Succession and Farm Continuity 
Farming families need options for generational transition. Allowing a second home on 
the same property enables the next generation to live and work on the land without 
needing to subdivide or relocate, which often isn’t feasible due to zoning or cost. 

4. Rural Workforce Housing 
In some areas, rural employers struggle to house workers locally. A second dwelling 
could be used to house key workers, supporting local agricultural or tourism industries. 

5. Economic and Community Benefits 
Construction activity supports local builders and trades. Increasing housing availability 



in rural areas can also help alleviate housing stress in nearby regional towns, promoting 
balanced growth. 

Proposed Planning Changes 

I respectfully request that the NSW Government and Department of Planning consider 
amending rural zoning provisions (e.g., RU1, RU2) to: 

• Permit one additional detached dwelling on rural acreage without requiring 
subdivision. 

• Provide clear and consistent planning guidelines across NSW to reduce confusion and 
red tape for landholders. 

This change would not lead to urban sprawl but instead offer flexible, low-density, sustainable 
living arrangements that respect rural character and promote resilient rural communities. 

 

Conclusion 

I urge the NSW Parliament to recognise the rights and responsibilities of rural landholders, and 
to support practical planning reforms that enable rural families to thrive. Allowing a separate, 
standalone dwelling on acreage is a reasonable, fair, and forward-looking change that aligns 
with community needs, sustainability goals, and economic development. 

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 




