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10 October 2025 

 

Mr John Ruddick MLC 

Chair, Select Committee on Rural Housing and Second Dwellings Reform 

NSW Parliament 

6 Macquarie Street 

SYDNEY NSW 2000 

 

 

Dear Mr Ruddick, 

 

RE: Parliamentary Inquiry – Select Committee on Rural Housing and Second Dwellings Reform  

 

I am writing to you regarding the inquiry into rural housing and second dwellings reform.  

Camden Council’s submission on the inquiry is attached to this letter for the committee’s reference. 

Please note that this submission has been prepared by Council officers and is not formally endorsed 

via a resolution of Council. Due to the timing for release of the Committee’s inquiry terms of reference, 

and Council’s meeting schedule, it was not possible to report the submission to Council before the 

Committee’s due date of 10 October 2025.  

Council officers understand this parliamentary inquiry to be an investigation of potential planning 

reforms to facilitate the construction of second dwellings on rural zoned land in NSW. The Select 

Committee will examine a range of potential changes to planning controls, with a focus on streamlining 

approval pathways, addressing zoning and environmental considerations, and assessing the impacts 

on rural land use, infrastructure and housing outcomes.  

The Camden local government area (LGA) is one of the fastest growing areas in NSW. However, 

Camden has a historically rural landscape, with rural zones currently covering approximately 50% of 

the LGA. The rural zoned area will reduce to about one third of the LGA once the South West Growth 

Area (SWGA) is completely developed. 

Camden Council is committed to protecting, maintaining and enhancing its remaining rural lands. To 

achieve this, Council has prioritised directing future urban development within the SWGA and strategic 

centres of Leppington and Narellan, while ensuring the preservation of historical townships, rural 

landscapes and scenic beauty in the Metropolitan Rural Area (MRA). This approach to planning 

considers the unique challenges, opportunities and characteristics of the Camden LGA. Planning 

reforms which create state-wide ‘blanket’ controls to increase the size and permissibility of second 

dwellings on rural land, and streamline approval pathways, would undermine this approach.  
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