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Dear Honorary Member Ruddock,

Tweed Shire Council Submission - Inquiry into Rural Housing and Second Dwellings Reform

Council welcomes the opportunity to make a submission to the Inquiry.
At its Meeting of 2 October 2025, Council resolved as follows:

“RESOLVED that Council make a submission to the NSW MLC Parliamentary Inquiry
into Rural Housing and Second Dwellings supporting second full-sized detached
dwellings on rural properties in excess of 10 hectares that:

1- Council makes a submission to the NSW MLC Parliamentary Inquiry into Rural
Housing and Second Dwellings supporting second full-sized detached dwellings
on rural properties in excess of 10ha;

2. This policy position of second dwellings being supported on rural lots in excess of
10ha be reflected within the draft Growth Management and Housing Strategy and
Rural Land Strategy Implementation Plan to subsequently underpin any future
rural housing amendments to the Tweed Local Environmental Plan;

3. The drafting of a Rural Lands DCP that provides planning and design guidelines
on rural housing be prioritised; and

4. Investigate the ability to rate for a second dwelling in order to fund infrastructure
requirements generated by the second home.”

There are three resolved positions of particular relevance to the Inquiry and which inform this
submission. These are:

1. Council resolved to inform the Inquiry, by way of this submission, of its support for
permitting second full-sized detached dwellings on rural properties in excess of 10
hectares.

2. Recognition that a Rural Lands DCP that provides planning and design guidelines on
rural housing is a priority.

3. Council also supports the investigation of a rating mechanism or rate multiplier to
ensure that the cost of additional infrastructure and services associated with second rural
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dwellings is equitably funded. Council has previously raised this matter through the
Northern Rivers Joint Organisation and Local Government NSW forums.

Council appreciates the opportunity to contribute to this Inquiry and looks forward to continued
engagement as reforms to rural housing policy progress.

Yours sincerely,

Troy Green PSM
General Manager
Tweed Shire Council
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