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In the Northern Rivers of NSW we have a severe housing shortage that has only been exacerbated by 

the 2022 floods . Many long term residents have been forced to leave the area against their will due to 

lack of residential housing. 

Local government has been unable or unwilling to take the necessary steps to allow the development of 

residential housing projects that even if started tomorrow, will come much too late for the many families 

that have already had to relocate away from the area they have grown up in and wish to stay. 

The quickest and simplest solution to increase housing in this area would be to allow rural land owners 

to build or move a second detached dwelling onto their mostly unused spare land. This would require 

almost zero additional infrastructure to be supplied by local government as most rural properties in this 

area collect their own water and process their own waste via Septic systems, and in many cases also 

produce their own off grid power. 

Allowing second dwellings on rural properties would have a much lower impact on the beauty and 

natural environment of this special area, than large suburban type developments that have been proposed 

by council and developers, which would change the natural feel of the area, and the beauty of this 

special place would be lost forever. 

Many rural properties no longer farm or keep livestock, so we have possibly many thousands of unused 

acres of already cleared land that is just sitting there vacant. 

By distributing second dwellings throughout these many properties it would help solve the housing 

crisis and in most cases be barely noticeable, and would help maintain the rural amenity of our local 

area. 

I feel that the quickest, cheapest and least impactful way to solve the housing crisis in the Northern 

Rivers and throughout greater regional New South Wales, would be to allow rural land owners have the 

option of a second detached dwelling on their often unused land. 


