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The solution for allowing additional housing on rural land to provide homes for multigenerational living 

has many benefits for landowners and the community. 

Having grown up on our property our son (a civil engineer) and our daughter (a physiotherapist) would 

be thrilled to build dwellings for themselves and their families on the property. This would allow them 

to live and work in the area they call home. 

Our 40ha property was zoned RU! when we purchased it in 2005 as a Primary Production Beef Cattle 

property, this land is now zoned RU2 Rural Landscape following Shoalhaven Council LEP 2014. The 

number of cattle bred on this property over twenty years averages between 12 to 15 head per annum. 

This is clearly not financially viable to support even one family and all members of the family re 

required to work off farm as well as run the property. 

It seems ridiculous to have all this land tied up to produce 12 vealers a year; it would be far more useful 

to utilize the land for much needed housing. 

Land holders in our position would be happy to gift land to their children for housing and to keep them 

close by. Some form of security would be needed for the builders of the dwellings in case of unforeseen 

circumstances; it would not be reasonable for the children to risk losing their capital and the banks 

would require security for building loans. 

Previously rural zoning in NSW allowed for the children of the property owners to be allocated 10 or 

20 acre lots with separate title for just this reason, allowing families to remain living on the property. 

Climate change has also affected the viability of grazing livestock on floodplain land (with a significant 

increase in the number of flood events) and should be taken into consideration when exploring options 

for rezoning primary production properties. 


