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Submission to the Select Committee on Rural Housing and Second Dwellings
Dear Committee Members,

We are a farming family from the Tweed region, where our family has been working the land
for three generations. Farming has always been our livelihood and our way of life, but it is
becoming increasingly difficult to sustain under current economic and environmental
pressures.

Allowing second dwellings on rural land would provide vital support for farming families
like ours in several ways:

e Succession Planning: As the next generation prepares to take on the responsibility of
the farm, a second dwelling would allow younger family members to live and work
on the property while maintaining independence. This is essential for the long-term
viability of family farms.

« Farm Worker Accommodation: Access to reliable labour is critical, yet rural
housing shortages make it difficult to attract and retain workers. A second dwelling
would provide much-needed accommodation for farm employees, ensuring the
smooth running of agricultural operations.

« Supplementary Income: Farming incomes are increasingly uncertain. The ability to
rent out a second dwelling would provide an additional income stream, helping to
keep family farms financially sustainable.

e Protecting Rural Communities: In years past, rural areas were home to many
families who share-farmed and contributed to the strength of their local communities.
Allowing second dwellings would help restore this dynamic, keeping families on the
land, supporting local schools, services, and businesses, and ensuring rural
communities remain vibrant and resilient.

e No Burden on Council Services: Most farms already manage their own water
through tanks and have septic systems in place. This means second dwellings would
not create additional demand on Tweed Shire Council infrastructure or services.

« Flexibility on Siting: Rural properties are often large parcels of land with multiple
suitable locations for a second dwelling. Flexibility in siting would allow landholders
to choose the most practical and least intrusive location, balancing farm operations,
privacy, and environmental considerations.

e Reducing Red Tape: Current council processes are overly restrictive and create
unnecessary barriers for farming families. Streamlining approvals and reducing red
tape would make it more achievable for rural landholders to build second dwellings
and respond to the urgent housing needs of the region.

e Reducing Pressure to Sell to Developers: Without the option of a second dwelling,
many farming families face financial strain that can force them to sell to developers.
By allowing second dwellings, families can generate income and house future
generations, reducing the pressure to sell and helping to preserve farmland and rural
character.

e Addressing the Housing Crisis: Affordable housing is at a crisis point across the
region. Enabling second dwellings on rural properties would contribute to easing this
shortage, providing more housing options without the need for large-scale
developments.



This approach directly aligns with the Committee’s priorities by improving housing
affordability, strengthening the resilience of rural economies, and safeguarding productive
agricultural land for future generations.

We strongly urge the Committee to support reforms that make it easier for rural landholders
to build second dwellings. This change would not only strengthen the resilience of farming
families but also protect rural communities, preserve farmland, and contribute to addressing
the broader housing challenges facing our region.

Thank you for considering our submission.

Yours sincerely, Tim & Anna Gilliland

On behalf of Gilliland Family

Doon Doon NSW



