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Submission in support of Rural housing and Secondary Detached Dwellings 

 

My name is  and my family own a property of 220 acres in the Tweed Valley of NSW. 

Our state of NSW is in a critical housing shortage especially in our Tweed Valley Shire. 

Our Council is out of step with most Councils surrounding us and that must be addressed as it is a crisis 

that is affecting all levels of our society whether directly or indirectly. Consequently, many people have 

no hope for securing affordable housing. 

This situation could all be improved and I urge the State Government to consider these very relevant 

points: 

I believe State Government needs to overrule our Tweed Shire Council’s restrictive and outdated stance. 

Most rural properties have an area of land not suitable for farming and a second detached dwelling 

could be built on such a site. 

There would be no necessity for a setback more than the existing dwelling. That restriction is 

superfluous as the normal setbacks are sufficient and may suit the terrain better. 

Similarly, the suggestion of needing proximity to an existing house is superfluous as most rural 

properties can offer more privacy for individual families. 

The terrain and safety from flooding and privacy should be the guiding principles. 

Our Council allows density of housing in urban residential areas with only 450 square metres yet rural 

farmers cannot build another home on less than 40 hectares. 

Should this be changed, it would allow Intergenerational housing as younger generations could be 

accommodated on the family farm and provide childcare to aged care for each other reducing the burden 

on all levels of government to provide it. 

Additional housing for farm workers to house their families. Please note that the 60 square metre house 

proposed by council is not sufficient for a family. 

Also note that farmers provide their own infrastructure including water, sewerage and internal roads. 

Many farms cannot get the labour help they require as workers cannot find accommodation for 

themselves and their families. 

Few farms in our area can be economically viable enough to survive without a supplementary income. 

The ability to rent an additional house would greatly enhance a regular income stream. 

Finally. the stringent rules, excessive fees and prohibitive DA approval times of our local council are 

breaking our community. 

So, I commend you for your proposal and may it be implemented quickly. 




