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My name is Damien Jenkins & I live & work in the Tweed Shire & have done so since 
1976. 
I am a farmer & have properties, with my family, in both Tweed & Tenterfield Shires 
& all my family work on the properties. 
Tweed Shire is the only shire north of Coffs Harbour that, currently, does NOT allow 
a second detached dwelling on rural land. 
Your `Draft Model Instrument ‘ – State Environmental Planning Policy ( Rural 
Housing ) Amendment ( Second Dwellings ) 2025 is a breath of fresh air & I am 
supportive of its contents for the following reasons – 
 

1. Within the extended family it allows child care to aged care on the one 
property. This in turn lessens the cost of Government supported child 
care & age care facilities. 

2. With no land content it provides more affordable housing for the 
younger generation within a farming family. 

3. It would release more housing to the market as my family would no longer 
need the off farm houses they currently live in. 

4. It would assist in sustaining rural communities & villages. 
5. It would help our agricultural activities to be more productive with on 

hand additional labour in time of need. 
6. There would be a lightening of costs for the Shires as most services are 

provided on farm by the property owner. 
7. As my family would live on the farm they are always at work so there 

would be a reduction in the carbon footprint as they would no longer have 
to travel to & from work by car. 

8. In summary your proposal is a real life contribution to the housing crisis     
at NO cost to Federal, State or Local Government. 

 
One point in the Draft Model Agreement I do NOT agree with is the front setback of 
the second dwelling to be no closer than the existing dwelling. 
If the existing dwelling has a large setback it could prevent the construction of a 
second dwelling which is not the intention of the proposals. 
Setbacks are adequately covered elsewhere in the proposals. 
If required I am happy to expand further on any of the above points. 
 


